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BIG NIGHT CELEBRATING LOCAL BUSINESS EXCELLENCE 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council (CGRC) hosted the 2026 Cootamundra Business Awards on Friday 
evening, bringing together the region’s business community to celebrate excellence, innovation and 
community contribution. 

The auditorium at the Cootamundra Ex-Services Club was filled with representatives from local businesses 
and organisations, recognising achievements and nominations across a broad range of categories. The 
evening was marked by a strong sense of pride, friendship and camaraderie, with guests enjoying a three-
course meal as the awards were presented. 

Member for Cootamundra Steph Cooke joined Deputy Mayor Cr Ros Wight and Cr Les Cooper in presenting 
awards throughout the night. 

2026 Cootamundra Business Award Winners 

Outstanding Young Business Leader (Under 35) 
Nick Ashe – Flemings Property Services 
Nick was recognised for his effective leadership of a significant team while balancing dual roles as Office 
Director and Sales Manager. His commitment to mentoring staff and implementing forward-thinking systems 
continues to shape the business. 

Outstanding Business Leader 
Kerryn Craw – Cootamundra Pre-School 
Kerryn’s leadership, dedication and commitment to excellence stood out strongly. Being recognised for a 
second consecutive year reflects the respect she has earned and her ongoing contribution to the local 
community. 

Outstanding Employee (Joint Winners) 
Tahnee Spencer – Sureway Employment 
Tahnee supports participants facing disability, mental health challenges and long-term unemployment, 
helping individuals achieve independence while mentoring colleagues. 
Mick Levett – Conqueror Milling 
Mick was recognised as indispensable, maintaining critical systems, managing logistics and demonstrating 
quiet leadership, reliability and adaptability. 

Outstanding New Business 
Maneki Neko Grocers 
Praised for bringing a unique offering to the region, celebrating cultural diversity and achieving strong growth 
with a second location opened within two years. 

Excellence in Business 
Dance With Miss Em 
Recognised for delivering meaningful community impact through inclusive programs and professional dance 
education that build confidence and resilience. 

Highly Commended – Excellence in Business 
Milestone Early Learning Centre 
Acknowledged for its commitment to high-quality education and care, continuous improvement and strong 
relationships with families and the community. 



 

 

Excellence in Diversity and Inclusion 
Intereach Cootamundra 
Judges commended the organisation for embedding diversity and inclusion into everyday practice through 
leadership, accessibility and genuine commitment. 

Outstanding Community Organisation 
Lions Club of Cootamundra 
Recognised for nearly 50 years of consistent service, from community events to Meals on Wheels and school 
programs. 

Highly Commended – Outstanding Community Organisation 
Muttama Creek Regeneration Group 
Acknowledged for transforming sections of the creek environment through dedicated volunteer efforts. 
Combined Churches 2590 
Recognised for initiatives including Carols in the Park and the Christmas Day Luncheon, as well as ongoing 
support for those in need. 

Outstanding Customer Service – Business/Organisation 
Smile On Clinics Cootamundra 
Commended for creating a welcoming and supportive environment, ensuring patient comfort and care. 

Highly Commended – Outstanding Customer Service 
Cootamundra Waste Facility 
Recognised for delivering “professionalism with a touch of banter,” creating positive customer experiences 
through approachability and service. 

Outstanding Customer Service – Individual 
Billie-Jo Johnston – Intereach 
Honoured for delivering exceptional service that positively impacts vulnerable families, carers and 
multicultural communities. 

Highly Commended – Outstanding Customer Service (Individual) 
Rod Jones – Imrie’s Bus Service 
Recognised for over 40 years of reliable, caring service transporting generations of local children. 

CGRC congratulates all winners and nominees, acknowledging their outstanding contributions to the local 
economy and community life. 
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