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COUNCIL MEETS WITH MINISTER AITCHISON ON KEY LOCAL ISSUES

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council (CGRC) recently met with Jenny Aitchison, Minister for Roads and
Regional Transport, and local Member for Cootamundra Steph Cooke, to discuss critical transport and
infrastructure issues affecting the region.

Deputy Mayor Cr Rosalind Wight welcomed the visit and acknowledged the Minister’s commitment to
regional communities.

“We thank Minister Aitchison for taking the time to visit and engage directly with Council on the issues that
matter to our communities,” Cr Wight said.

“The Minister is clearly hardworking and genuinely interested in understanding the challenges facing rural
and regional areas, and we appreciate her dedication to ensuring these voices are heard.”

Council raised a number of key priorities, including concerns regarding traffic management and compliance
associated with the Humelink Project. Ongoing issues with heavy vehicle movements, including the use of
unapproved routes and recent safety incidents, have heightened community concern and reinforced the need
for stronger oversight and enforcement.

The increasing use of local roads during closures of the Hume Highway was also highlighted, with unsuitable
detours placing pressure on infrastructure and creating safety risks. Council emphasised the need for
improved incident management to keep traffic on the highway network.

Council also advocated increased investment in regional road infrastructure to support growing freight
demands, noting that many local roads and bridges are not designed for larger heavy vehicles.

The importance of ongoing funding beyond the Regional Emergency Road Repair Fund was also raised, with
Council stressing that continued support is essential to maintain road networks impacted by natural disasters.

Other matters discussed included the condition and future of the Gundagai Historic Rail Bridge, the need for
greater flexibility in rural school bus services, fuel cost pressures on regional communities, and safety
concerns at the Annie Pyers Drive intersection in Gundagai.

Council thanked the Minister and Ms. Cooke for their engagement
and looks forward to continuing to work collaboratively with the
State Government to progress these important issues.
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