
Dog on the Tuckerbox regional food hub
This attraction is currently part of an existing major development taking place, though 

inclusions have not been established yet. A showcase of produce from Cootamundra, 

Gundagai, Snowy Valleys and Hilltops would add value to this development and provide a 

gateway to a major food-producing region in NSW. Inclusion of a regional produce café/

food outlet and Visitor Information Centre to promote the agritourism across the region is 

recommended.

Benchmark examples:
The Farm, Byron Bay 
NSW 

“This Food Hub on the Hume Highway will provide 
an anchor point and a hook to draw more visitors 
off the highway and into these destinations.”

Location: 
Hume Hwy (8km north 
of Gundagai)
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https://thefarm.com.au/


The Old Mill redevelopment
Council has commenced the process of calling for expressions of interest for the development 

of this site. Based on the review and analysis that has taken place with this plan it is strongly 

recommended that this development includes an immersive experience that connects 

visitors to local produce and agriculture. There is opportunity for this mill site to link in with the 

Coolamon Cheese Factory and Junee Licorice & Chocolate Factory, to create another iconic 

repurposed building that provides a quality hero tourism attraction. 

Some suggested uses of the site include one or a combination of the following: 

• Artisan bakery using local produce

• Winery cellar door - wine collective to showcase all wine from the region

• Craft beverage manufacture 

• Tourism facilities (accommodation, function centre, etc) 

• Destination dining with a focus on local produce 

• Special events celebrating and promoting local produce

Location: 
Gundagai

Benchmark examples:
Coolamon Cheese Factory, 
Coolamon NSW  
Junee Licorice & Chocolate Factory, 
Junee NSW 
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https://www.coolamoncheese.com.au/
https://www.juneelicoriceandchocolate.com/


Farm stays 
Farm stays are popular accommodation types and with the creation of Airbnb and 

Hipcamp, there is now enhanced opportunity for farmers to enter this sector with 

minimal fuss. Council is encouraged to support farmers in renovating old shearing 

sheds and workers quarters to create tourism accommodation, or riverside campsites 

on their land. This support could be in the form of waiving development application 

fees and by making permitting straight-forward. 

Note: Australian Regional Tourism is currently working in partnership with Airbnb to 

support agritourism development across regional Australia - learn more here

Location: 
Region wide

Benchmark examples: 
Scenic Rim QLD on Hipcamp
Aussie Farm Stays on Airbnb
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https://9now.nine.com.au/a-current-affair/videos/latest/farmers-doing-it-tough-diversify-income/ckh7jpafq001u0gruk6ypp139?fbclid=IwAR2m6-NQWC6SCPcBAIA5sahM0BiKJoAkouvbpqULvapuYlDoPH2itnOvklI
https://www.hipcamp.com/discover/lists/hipcampstaff/scenic-rim-queensland-camps
https://www.airbnb.com.au/d/thegreataussiefarmstay?_set_bev_on_new_domain=1584555729_5DADQeI9f4zT8YLI


Coolac/Wallendbeen providores and harvest 
trails
Develop a master plan for Coolac and/or Wallendbeen to encourage small farm 

providore and farm gate development, creating an agritourism hotspot just off the Hume, 

Burley Griffin and Olympic Highways, which provides produce direct to consumers and 

suppliers. 

Council is encouraged to re-zone a section of land to allow for small titles and providores, 

enabling tree changers from Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne (in addition to locals) 

to invest in land to develop value add premium agricultural products that can be sold 

directly to consumers and suppliers with farm gate sales, pick your own sales and harvest 

trails. 

Location: 
Coolac and/or 
Wallendbeen

Benchmark examples:

Harvest Trails 

Northern Rivers NSW 

Freeman’s Organic Farm, 
Currumbin QLD, who have 
successfully diversified into tourism 
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https://www.harvesttrailsandmarkets.com.au/farm-gate-trails/
https://www.agfg.com.au/providores/northern-rivers
https://www.freemansorganicfarm.org/


Seasonal festivals
Further developing existing events such as Cootamundra Wattle Time,  it is recommended to 

develop and host two larger-scale spring and autumn seasonal ‘harvest’ events (on a long 

weekend where possible) of food produced within 100km of the Shire. Include tasting plates, 

product/wine tasting, showcases of local chefs and produce, and associated events such as 

farm tours and on-farm meals. Use the event to build networking and collaboration between 

producers, and to trial new products, such as short term PR collaborations (e.g. Wagga’s 

strawberry beer collaboration between a strawberry farm and a microbrewery). 

Location: 
Cootamundra and 
Gundagai

Benchmark examples:

Harvest Festival, Northern Rivers 
NSW 

Orange FOOD Week, Orange NSW 

Scenic Rim Eat Local Week, Scenic 
Rim QLD  
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https://www.northernriversfood.org/harvest-festival/
https://orangefoodweek.com.au/
https://www.eatlocalweek.com.au/


Tour operators
There is opportunity to attract tour companies or local entrepreneurs to develop and deliver new 

tours that bring together and showcase the agritourism across the region. 

Tour suggestions include: 

• Tour of wheat farm and mill

• Conqueror Mill tours

• Tour combining meatworks and sheep farm 

• Regenerative farming 

• Region wide farm tours i.e. visit multiple farms for half or full day 

Tap into the new tour company opening in Temora focused on the 55+ market17 and Riverina 

Agricultural Tours.

17  Contact Wayne Fountain 0419 771 038  waynef@ilovecruising.com.au   

Location: 
Region wide

Benchmark examples:

Cotton Farm & Gin Tour, Moree NSW 

Yakult, Dandenong South VIC - tour of 
working factory

Agricultural Tours Riverina , NSW

Southern Forests Regional Tours, WA 

Creative Tours & Events, Maroochydore 
QLD - private tour operator bundles 
product
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mailto:waynef@ilovecruising.com.au
https://www.moreetourism.com.au/directory/128584/guided-cotton-farm-tour--seasonal-
https://yakult.com.au/tours-talks/
https://www.agriculturaltoursriverina.com.au/
https://www.southernforestsfood.com/foodandfarmtours
https://creativetours.com.au/sunshine-coast-tours/farm-to-fork/


Brewery/distillery/cellar door

Unique boutique drink experiences are a growing trend, with opportunity for the region to 

attract investment into a brewery, distillery or cellar door (or all of these). This provides an 

opportunity to use local produce to create distinctive drinks connected to the agricultural story 

of the region, whether that be beer, wine, gin, whiskey, cider or something completely different.  

Note: there are some existing operators that are exploring these opportunities, with Council 
encouraged to support their developments. 

Location: 
Region wide

Benchmark examples:

Whitton Malt House, Whitton NSW (field to 
glass)

Barellan Beer, Barellan NSW 

Husk Distillers, Northern Rivers NSW 
(paddock to bottle)

Silos Estate, Berry NSW - cellar door with 
accommodation and functions 

Heifer Station, Orange NSW - family friendly 
cellar door and wedding venue
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https://whittonmalthouse.com.au/
http://barellanbeer.com.au/
https://www.huskdistillers.com/cellardoor
https://silosestate.com/
https://heiferstation.com/
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