
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Business 
Paper 
LATE REPORTS 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, GUNDAGAI 

 

6:00PM, TUESDAY 26th May, 2020  
 

Administration Centres:  1300 459 689 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 26 May 2020 

 

Page 2 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 26 May 2020 

 

Page 3 of 13 

LATE REPORTS 
Order Of Business 

 

8 General Manager’s Report ................................................................................................. 5 

8.2 Finance ................................................................................................................ 5 

8.2.4 Monthly Finance Report for april, 2020 - Late Report ................................... 5 

1 Regulatory Services ............................................................................................ 10 

1.1 Gundagai Saleyard's Operations Review ..................................................... 10 

8.10 Waste, Parks and Recreation .............................................................................. 12 

8.10.3 Council Co-Contribution for the Albert Park Play Space Project ................. 12 

 





Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 26 May 2020 

 

Item 8.2.4 Page 5 of 13 

 

  

8 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

8.2 FINANCE 

8.2.4 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT FOR APRIL, 2020 - LATE REPORT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 327689 

REPORTING OFFICER Tim Swan, Manager Finance and Customer Service 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.1 Decision-making is based on collaborative, transparent and 
accountable leadership 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Regular monitoring of Council’s finances will ensure that any 
issues are identified in a timely manner. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Finance Report April 2020      

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Monthly Finance Report for April, 2020, attached to the report, be received and noted. 

 
Introduction 

The Monthly Finance Report provides Councillors with an update on the current budget status. 

Discussion 

Overall expenditure remains on budget. Income is under budget, and the invoicing of capital grants 
will be vital over coming weeks.  
 
Several adjustments have been made in the March Quarterly Budget Review, which will be reflected 
in next month’s report. 
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1 REGULATORY SERVICES 

1.1 GUNDAGAI SALEYARD'S OPERATIONS REVIEW 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 327788 

REPORTING OFFICER Marianne McInerney, Personal Assistant to the General Manager 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

2. A prosperous and resilient economy: we are innovative and 
'open for business' 

2.1 The local economy is strong and diverse 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. The fees to sell cattle and sheep at both the Cootamundra and Gundagai Saleyards be 
amended to reflect the same fees and charges. 

2. The fee to sell cattle at both Cootamundra and Gundagai Saleyards be set at $8.00 per 
head. 

3. A commission of the agent’s gross sale of 0.295% be included in the Gundagai Saleyards 
fees and charges. 

4. To provide a consistent operational model across Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council, and to assist with continuity of management at both saleyards, management of 
the Gundagai Saleyards be formalised. 

5. The Saleyard truck wash fee be adjusted to $0.85 per minute. 

6. A holding/transit fee of $5.00 per head for cattle and $1.50 per head for sheep 
management be introduced. 

 
 
Introduction 

Gundagai agents are proposing to hold a cattle sale at Gundagai on 5th June, 2020. Although social 
distancing restrictions will be observed  due to COVID-19 the agents are confident of holding the 
sale albeit on a smaller scale than normally would be expected.  Council’s Regulatory staff met with 
Mr Jim Saunderson and Mr Ross Tout from Elders, Gundagai on site this week to discuss the 
proposed sale and the operations of the yards. 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 26 May 2020 

 

Item 1.1 Page 11 of 13 

Discussion 

While the yards are currently in very good condition Mr Saunderson has requested that 4 large trees 
be removed from the yards. This has been requested as the trees pose a risk of falling and interfere 
with the lighting at the yards by way of casting shadows over the pens.  A Request For Quotation 
has being called for to estimate the cost of the tree removal, however, at the writing of this report 
none have been received. Council staff estimate that removal of the trees could cost up to 
$5,000.00.  Council’s Arborist/Horticulturalist will inspect the subject trees and undertake an 
assessment of the condition of the trees. 

Prior to amalgamation there was an agreement between the former Gundagai Shire Council and 
The Associated agents which enabled the Agents to manage the yards, operate the cattle sales and 
pay a nominated fee (at the present time it is $6.45 per head no weigh) to Council for the use of the 
yards. This agreement has expired although the spirit of the agreement continues between Council 
and the agents.  

Council currently pays all expenses for the saleyards including rates, water, electricity, insurance 
and maintenance. Both saleyards are utilised by agents and transport companies as transit or drop 
off points. It is apparent that this is occurring on a regular basis. Currently, Council does not charge 
for a holding fee for this privilege, as such, the proposal is to implement a fee of $5.00 per head for 
cattle and $1.50 per head for sheep for this convenience.  This charge would be an appropriate 
addition to saleyard fees and charges and would contribute to maintenance required due to this 
particular informal use of the yards.  

Adjacent to the Gundagai Saleyards is a Truckwash facility. In the 2018/19 financial year the 
expenditure on the saleyards was $23,109.32 whilst the income,  $9,159.09 from the 2019 weaner 
sale and revenue of $11,262.70 from truckwash use, reduced Council’s expenditure to $2,687.53. 

In 2019/20 financial year the expenditure on the saleyards, by Council, to date is $20,732.20 and no 
income from a sale or private weigh, however, as stated above, a sale is planned for 5th June, 2020.  
The current income for the truckwash is $15,932.80. At this time, the financial burden is $4,799.40. 

As evidenced should the truckwash revenue be taken into consideration the cost of the saleyards to 
Council is minimal, however, if the truckwash is not taken into consideration and the proposed cattle 
sale does not go ahead on 5th June, 2020 the impact on the budget will be more significant. 

To align the fees and charges for both saleyards it is proposed to raise the cattle fee to $8.00 per 
head and add the Agents Commission being percentage of agent’s gross sale of 0.295%.  The current 
price per head of cattle that is sold at Wagga Wagga saleyards for between $1000 and $1200 is 
$9.52 per head, in addition to associated yard costs, and for cattle sold between $1200 and $1400 
it is $10.54 plus associated yard costs.  The cost to sell cattle at Yass saleyards,  if the value of the 
cattle is over $100 the cost is $11.75 per head plus associated yard costs. 

As an example if an agent sold 1000 head at an average price of $1200 at today’s costing Council 
would receive $6450.  The same sale with the proposed fee increase would see Council receive 
$11540. A comparative sale at Yass would return $11750 in addition to associated yard costs. 

Another proposal for Council to consider, is to raise the cost per minute for use of both truck washes 
in Council’s local government area.  Currently the cost per minute is $0.60 per minute, and it is 
proposed that the fee be increased to $0.85 per minute.  This fee has not been increased since 
October, 2017.  As a comparison Wagga Wagga’s truckwash usage fee is $0.81 per minute, Yass is 
$1.00 per minute, Crookwell’s is $1.00 per minute, West Wyalong’s is $1.63 per minute, and 
Harden’s $0.79 cents per minute.  It is anticipated that all will rise at 30th June, 2020.   
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8.10 WASTE, PARKS AND RECREATION 

8.10.3 COUNCIL CO-CONTRIBUTION FOR THE ALBERT PARK PLAY SPACE PROJECT 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 326202 

REPORTING OFFICER Marianne McInerney, Personal Assistant to the General Manager 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Phillip McMurray, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

4. Good governance: an actively engaged community and 
strong leadership team 

4.2 Active participation and engagement in local decision-
making 
  

1. A vibrant and supportive community: all members of our 
community are valued 

1.1 Our Community is inclusive and connected 
  

  
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS $200,000 grant funding subject to a $200,000co-contribution to 
be funded from the sale of Council’s Southern Phone share. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS Nil   

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. Council authorise the General Manager to accept the grant funding of $200,000 and 
approve the amount of $200,000 required for the $1 for $1 co-contribution for the Albert 
Park Playspace in accordance with the successful application submitted through the 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Everyone Can Play Grant Round 2. 

2. The co-contribution amount of $200,000 referred to in 1 above be resourced from the 
sale of Council’s Southern Phone share.  

 
Introduction 

Albert Park (the park) is located on Hovell Street, Cootamundra (the heavy vehicle bypass route). It 
is used by motor home and caravan tourists, provides ample parking, and is only two blocks from 
the central business district. It is also well used by locals for picnics and gatherings, local schools for 
athletic carnivals, and hosts many local and visiting cricket events. The play equipment at the park 
is nearing the end of its useful life. 

Discussion 

The NSW Government’s Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) has made 
funding available to support councils in creating new and upgrading playspaces to ensure people of 
all ages and abilities and cultural backgrounds can play. The provision of ‘inclusive’ playspaces or 
upgrades to existing playspaces to improve inclusions is key to this grants program. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 26 May 2020 

 

Item 8.10.3 Page 13 of 13 

The play equipment currently at the park is old and is due for replacement. Designs for the new play 
area will be funded through the grant money and the cost estimated for this project is $400,000. 

Council has been successful in applying for a grant of $200,000, through Round 2 of this program. 
The proposed playspace has been designed to include equipment with access and inclusion features. 
There is no alternate park in Cootamundra that has equipment suitable for special needs. 

However, the successful application is conditional on $1 for $1 funding from Council as a co-
contributor. A contribution of $200,000 is therefore required by Council. The Department can  
withdraw the payment, in part or whole, if any of the mutual obligations, as set out in the 
agreement, are not met. It is proposed that Council’s contribution of $200,000 be sourced from the 
sale of its Southern Phone share. 


