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1. Executive Summary 
The future of rural communities is intimately entwined with ecological, economic and social issues 

around sustainability. The Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Local Government Area (LGA) 

faces a number of environmental pressures across climate change, land use, biodiversity and water. 

Council will need to plan for land use, undertake significant stakeholder engagement and utilise a 

range of opportunities in developing strategic local policy responses to these pressures. 

 

Climate change is the overarching environmental pressure facing the LGA into the future. Climate 

change is expected to result in increasing mean average temperatures, more hot days and warm 

periods with less frosts, less rainfall during cool seasons, increasing extreme rainfall events and 

higher fire-weather events. 

 

Agriculture dominates land use in the LGA. Maintaining relative stability of farming into the future 

by supporting farm-level preparation for, and adaptation to, changes in prevailing conditions is 

ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ 

  

Biodiversity and water resources in the LGA will also be impacted by climate change. Key threats to 

biodiversity include loss of habitat through clearing of native vegetation, salinity, climate change, 

grazing and weed invasion. Loss of biodiversity reduces the capacity for natural systems to function 

and provide ecosystem services such as pollination, pest control, nutrient cycling, air and water 

purification.  

 

The CGRC area falls within two river water catchments ς the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan. Surface 

and groundwater have a range of connectivity. The quantity and quality of water and efficiency of 

water use are pressures gathering momentum. Use of water will continue to be a significant national 

issue. 

 

Council needs to consider the full range of potential interactions among ecological, social and 

economic systems that may have implications for decision making. It can respond to environmental 

pressures in two ways: Strategic planning (development of planning frameworks for LGA objectives) 

and statutory planning (assessing development applications). 

 

Environmental pressures will increasingly impact upon the favourable prevailing conditions that have 

underpinned the long-ǘŜǊƳ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ 

supporting the district to plan, prepare for, mitigate and adapt to changes in prevailing conditions as 

environmental pressures intensify, and to advance sustainability by recognising the connections 

between multiple systems and, in particular, the link between man-made and natural systems. 

 

Best practice case studies show adaptations in other regions (for example prolonged dry spells) and 

highlight the benefit of teaming up locals with researchers and their technologies. By valuing existing 

local experience, knowledge and adaptive capacity and drawing on the community and neighbourly 

sharing of experience the CGRC area can harness the resilience of our regional landscapes and people.   
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2. Introduction 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is the merged local government area of former 

Cootamundra and Gundagai Shires. The two towns of Cootamundra and Gundagai are the main 

population centres with a number of villages and rural communities also serving as residential 

options. All of these residential areas have strong existing and historical connections to the 

surrounding rural lands and the architecture and wealth of the towns in particular are directly 

attributable to the agricultural industry. 

 

The total land area is 398,141.7 hectares, home to 11,141 people (ABS, 2016). Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fishing is the largest employment industry, employing 15.3% of employed persons. 

Manufacturing (which includes agricultural value add industries) is a close second, employing 10.6% 

of employed persons (Census Time Series Profile, 2011). 

 

In 2011 the combined value of agricultural commodities produced from the Cootamundra-Gundagai 

Regional Council Local Government Area was $103 million, however this figure does not capture 

other agricultural outputs such as agritourism, local markets, events and so on. 
 

Figure 1: CGRC LGA 
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Rural Lands Strategy Background 

The merger of Gundagai Shire Council and Cootamundra Shire Council as Cootamundra-Gundagai 

Regional Council has stimulated the need for new planning instruments and policies; in particular a 

Local Environment Plan and Development Control Plan which cover the regional council area. A 

strategy to deal specifically with the rural lands of CGRC is proposed which aims to analyse 

agricultural trends and opportunities for the area. This strategy will help to update mapping for the 

new Local Environmental Plan while also providing rationale and reasoning for zoning and minimum 

lot sizes in rural areas.  

 

Rural land is often neglected from a planning perspective due to more pressing planning needs in 

larger centres, however agricultural land often has a disproportionate impact on residential and 

economic activity when compared to development in a town, with intensive feedlots, quarries, 

landfills, etc. Furthermore, agricultural activities themselves such as piggeries, vineyards, feedlots 

and so on have a long-term impact on the use and viability of the site and surrounding lands. Through 

the strategic planning process, controls and principles of development can be placed on agricultural 

land to ensure the viability of the land into perpetuity as well as providing opportunities for emerging 

and new agricultural enterprises to establish in the area. 

 

The two former shires have varied terrain and soil quality which makes formulating one course of 

action or plan for rural land difficult. However, this should be viewed as an opportunity which will 

make Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council more attractive and marketable to residents, visitors 

and prospective residents as a wide variation of agricultural pursuits can be explored in this single 

local government area. 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wǳǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ 

but as a plan for economic success and growth through the shared identity of agriculture. This 

leverages off what Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council does best (agriculture), connections to 

logistic hubs and routes as well as capitalising on changing recreation and tourism trends. 
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Purpose of the Issues Papers 

The Issues Papers are integral to the success of the Rural Lands Strategy as they are background 

documents based on research and science; analysing trends elsewhere and juxtaposing this with the 

situation within Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council. 

 

There are ten Issues Papers which will be produced, with the community having shaped not only the 

overarching theme of each paper, but also having identified a number of existing constraints and 

opportunities to be investigated. Based on the findings of the Issues Papers and workshops during 

ǘƘŜ άƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎέ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ paper will be produced which will list key directions for the Rural 

Lands Strategy. 
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3. Environmental Pressures Issues 
Paper 

3.1 Background 

The Environmental Pressures Issues Paper: 

Á Establishes the environmental context for the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council; 

Á Helps to develop an understanding of the historical as well as current and future environmental 

pressures facing the local community; 

Á Highlights the responses, barriers and opportunities with these environmental pressures; and 

Á Examines the key issues and options for addressing these pressures in the Rural Land Strategy. 

 

In developing this issues paper, 20 stakeholders were approached to ascertain their views about the 

key environmental pressures affecting the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area. There 

were six responses received to a short questionnaire as well as two general discussions held, and the 

perspectives of stakeholders have been included in the discussion of past, present and future 

pressures.  

A summary of the stakeholder engagement is included as Annexure 1. 

3.2 Environmental context 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is located within a number of distinct natural resource 

management and strategic resource planning boundaries. Understanding these boundaries provides 

some context to the environmental pressures that are being experienced at a local level.  

Identifying the resource management and planning boundaries that incorporate the Council area is 

critical to understanding the environment and associated pressures that occur at a national, state, 

regional and local level. 

3.3 Murray-Darling Basin 

The Council area is located within the Murray-Darling Basin. 

There are 22 major catchments (or sub-Basins) within the MurrayςDarling Basin.  

The waters of the northern basin run to the Darling River and the waters of the southern basin run 

to the Murray River.  

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is located within the southern basin (see Figure 2). 



CGRC Environmental Pressures Issues Paper  6 

Figure 2: Murray-Darling Basin Boundaries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  MDBA 

 

 

Within the 22 catchments in the Basin are the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan Rivers whose catchments 

are located in the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area. 

 

There are 15 bioregions partly or wholly in the Basin, including New South Wales south-western 

slopes. Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area is wholly within the south-western slopes 

bioregion. 

 

Landscapes of the Basin are based on broad geography (northern and southern basins), climate and 

geology. Water resources including both surface and ground water are mapped across the Basin 

including the Murrumbidgee and Lachlan Rivers which are located within the Council area. 
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The Murray-Darling Basin incorporates legislation ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǎƛƴ tƭŀƴέ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ governments, 

regional authorities and communities to sustainably manage and use the waters of the Murrayς

Darling Basin. The Plan came into effect in November 2012. 

3.4 NSW South Western Slopes Bioregion 

The NSW South Western Slopes Bioregion extends from Albury in the south to Dunedoo in the 

northeast. Towns located in the bioregion include Wagga Wagga, Mudgee, Cootamundra, 

Narrandera, Parkes, Gundagai and Young. Griffith lies just outside the western boundary and 

Crookwell lies just outside the eastern boundary of the bioregion (see Figure 3). 

 
Figure 3: NSW South Western Slopes Bioregion Boundaries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source:  NSW ODH 

 

The NSW South Western Slopes Bioregion comprises an extensive area of foothills and ranges 

comprising the lower inland slopes of the Great Dividing Range extending from north of Cowra 

through southern NSW into western Victoria. It has an area of 8,657,426ha.  

About 8,070,608ha or 93.22% of this bioregion occurs in NSW, with the remainder in Victoria.  

The NSW portion of the south western slopes bioregion occupies about 10.1% of the state. 
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3.5 Murrumbidgee River Catchment 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is located within the Murrumbidgee River catchment which 

covers 84,000km2 of southern New South Wales.  

 

The catchment is bordered by the Great Dividing Range to the east, the Lachlan Catchment to the 

north and the Murray Catchment to the south.   

 

The Murrumbidgee River spans almost 1,600km, from Cooma and flowing westward towards its 

junction with the Murray River near Balranald (see Figure 4).  

 
Figure 4: Murrumbidgee River Catchment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Source:  Water NSW 
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3.6 Lachlan River Catchment 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is partly located within the Lachlan River catchment which 

covers an area of around 90,000km2.  

 

The Lachlan River begins in the Great Dividing Range near Gunning and flows 1,400km across western 

NSW to its junction with the Murrumbidgee River near Oxley.  

 

The Lachlan River is a river system that ends at the Great Cumbung Swamp. Only in large flood events 

does water flow from the Lachlan River into the Murrumbidgee River (see Figure 5). 

 
Figure 5: Lachlan River Catchment  

Source:  Water NSW 

 



CGRC Environmental Pressures Issues Paper  10 

3.7 Riverina Murray Region 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council is located in the b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Riverina Murray 

Region.  

 

The region covers the local government areas of Albury, Berrigan, Bland, Carrathool, Coolamon, 

Edward River, Federation, Greater Hume, Griffith, Hay, Junee, Leeton, Lockhart, Murray River, 

Murrumbidgee, Narrandera, Snowy Valleys, Temora and Wagga Wagga. 

 

The northςeastern part of the Riverina Murray region encompassing CootamundraςGundagai 

Regional Council is identified in Figure 6.  

 
Figure 6: Riverina Murray Region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: Riverina Murray Regional Plan 2036 
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Council is also part of the Riverina Joint Organisation initiated through the Local Government 

Amendment (Regional Joint Organisations) Act 2017. 

 

Council is one of seven local government areas within the Riverina Local Land Services region. 

3.8 Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council covers an area of 398,141.7ha.  

 

Current land use in identified rural (zoned and mapped) area across the Council region are shown in 

Figure 7. 

 
Figure 7: Land uses in rural areas Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 

 

 

  





































http://www.weedfutures.net/overview.php


















http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/land-use-planning-changing-climate
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/land-use-planning-changing-climate










http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/natural-resources/ecosystem-services
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/natural-resources/ecosystem-services




































http://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Adapting-to-climate-change/Regional-vulnerability-and-assessment/Riverina-Murray
http://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/Adapting-to-climate-change/Regional-vulnerability-and-assessment/Riverina-Murray
https://soe.environment.gov.au/
https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/
http://www.bom.gov.au/state-of-the-climate/


https://www.water.nsw.gov.au/
https://riverina.lls.nsw.gov.au/our-region




https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SGIxpWQTTTjiWGM8yX7k5hYdEEsGIEK2wbvQdx6M9v0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SGIxpWQTTTjiWGM8yX7k5hYdEEsGIEK2wbvQdx6M9v0/edit?usp=sharing



