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Gundagai Medical Centre 
95-97 Sheridan Street 

Gundagai, 2722 
 
 

19th of April, 2018 
 
Dear Mr Dwyer, 
 
Having read the most recent plans for the Gundagai Rail Trail I would like to 
state my support for this proposal. As one of the local general practitioners I 
think that this proposal has the potential to significantly benefit the health of the 
local community.  
 
I foresee two potential benefits to this project. It would offer a safe opportunity 
for exercise that would improve physical health. The second benefit I envision is 
that by attracting tourists to the area, the trail also has the potential to increase 
the financial security of the community. Improved financial security will enhance 
overall mental health within the community. 
 
I strongly support this proposal, 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Dr. Barbara Cameron 
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GUNDAGAI HISTORIC RAIL BRIDGE AND VIADUCT 
 
On 26 June 2018, representatives of Cootamundra – Gundagai Regional Council, Gundagai 
Historic Bridges Trust Inc and Engineers Australia – Engineering Heritage Sydney Committee 
met to discuss the future of the Gundagai historic road and rail bridges. From discussions at 
this meeting, it is evident that, while there are actions underway to deal with the road 
bridge, the future of the rail bridge is much less certain and your support is sought to help 
preserve and promote this outstanding part of NSW community, transport and engineering 
history. 
 
The Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council and Gundagai Historic Bridges Inc have been 
pressing for some time to have the rail viaduct preserved, after the Cootamundra to Tumut 
Line was closed to rail traffic in 1985. Since that time, there have been studies on the 
reopening of the Tumut Line but this now not considered a possibility. The idea of 
converting the line to a rail trail has been put forward and this is a much more practicable 
use for the line. 
 
The Gundagai Historic Bridges Inc asked the Engineering Heritage Sydney Committee (EHS) 
to meet with them and Council, to explore what advice and/or assistance EHS could provide. 
The outcome of this meeting was that all three parties committed to supporting the full 
retention of the rail bridge / viaduct and its conversion to a rail trail. 
 
It is recognised by all concerned at this meeting that preserving the rail bridge and 
continuing to maintain it would not be an easy task and will incur significant expenditure, as 
it is a very substantial structure. While it is in reasonable condition for its age, some timber 
spans at the southern end have deteriorated badly. 
 
However, it was also agreed by all at the meeting that there is a very strong case for 
preservation of this historic bridge, and for its treatment as a NSW state asset rather than 
just a local asset. 
 
The Rail Bridge’s merits for recognition and preservation would include: 
 

• Its location in Gundagai, perhaps the most well-known Australian “bush” town, being 
long and widely celebrated in song, verse and literature. 

• The bridge crosses the Murrumbidgee River, another key part of NSW geography and 
cultural history. Perhaps not these days but certainly in times past the story of Hume 
and Hovell crossing the Murrumbidgee River at Gundagai in 1824 would have been 
learnt by every primary school student. 

• The important role that the rail bridge played for over 80 years in helping develop 
the Gundagai – Tumut area, and onto the Snowy Mountains. 

• The rail viaduct is the longest timber rail bridge in NSW at 1,010m, including the iron 
spans over the Murrumbidgee River. Timber rail (and road) bridges were a critical 
part of the development of NSW, as part of the need for economical rail construction 
and the use of local materials. 

• It is a highly visible landmark in the Gundagai community, connecting the north to 
south parts of the town and adjacent to the old road (formerly the Hume Highway). 
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• The adjacent Prince Alfred Road Bridge is now in a serious state of disrepair and it is 
well beyond preservation (a “managed ruin”, in fact). This adds weight to the need 
to preserve the rail bridge, as the remaining example of timber bridges across the 
Murrumbidgee River. 

• The rail bridge has been recognised as a heritage structure by Engineers Australia in 
1998 (then the Institution of Engineers, Australia) and it is on the NSW State Heritage 
Inventory. 

 
As noted above, the rail bridge has significance in its own right as a key example of a railway 
timber truss bridge, of which there are only 15 examples across NSW. While Roads and 
Maritime Services has a strategy in place for the preservation of significant road timber truss 
bridges, there does not seem to be a similar strategy for rail timber truss bridges. However, 
none of the other rail timber truss bridges has the historical significance or local prominence 
of the Gundagai Bridge. On this basis, Gundagai Rail Bridge should be the prime candidate 
for preservation as an example of this part of NSW’s rail, engineering and social history. 
 
A further positive for the preservation of the Gundagai Rail Bridge is its proposed use. One 
of the key initiatives in heritage engineering of today is to look at adaptive re-use and this 
bridge would be a prime example of this strategy. The Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council and the Gundagai Historic Bridges Inc support the concept of the Cootamundra to 
Tumut Rail Trail and the Gundagai Rail Bridge is a critical part of this initiative.  
 
The Rail Trail concept has been extensively taken up in other states, such as Victoria, but has 
not yet achieved this success in NSW.  Former rail lines are imminently suited to use as 
walking and bike tracks, due to their relatively gentler gradients and alignments. For these 
reasons, they have become very popular and have encouraged tourism in regional areas, 
which are often suffering today’s economic conditions. Gundagai – Tumut would certainly 
benefit from an increase in tourist numbers. 
 
The proposal for the rail trail has been carefully considered and the Cootamundra-Gundagai 
Regional Council commissioned a report by independent consulting engineers in May 2018. 
This study considered the feasibility and cost of preserving the rail bridge and converting it 
to a rail trail. In addition, the Council is looking at means of making the ongoing 
maintenance of the bridge self-supporting.  
 
Since our meeting, we have been advised that Transport for NSW has provided funding to 
the rail bridge maintainers, John Holland Rail (JHR), to develop a specific management plan, 
including an associated action plan, for the Gundagai bridge. As part of this, JHR will 
undertake community consultation over the coming 12 months. 
 
While this is welcome news, Cootamundra – Gundagai Regional Council, Gundagai Historic 
Bridges Trust Inc and Engineers Australia – Engineering Heritage Sydney Committee consider 
that the preservation and continued use of the Gundagai Rail Bridge will not be assured 
without strong community and political support and involvement. 
 
We would therefore request you to give your support to the: 


