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 RAIL TRAIL DETAILED DEVELOPMENT PLAN AND RAILWAY VIADUCT FEASIBILITY 
STUDY  

 
REPORTING OFFICER Miriam Crane, Interim Manager Social & Community 

ATTACHMENTS Doc ID 284038 Gundagai Rail Trail – Trail Development Plan 
Final Report May 2018 
Doc ID 284040 Gundagai Railway Bridge and Viaducts – 
Conversion to Rail Trail Feasibility Report May 2018 
Doc ID 280439 Draft Letter and Notes from Engineers Australia 
– Engineering Heritage Sydney Committee 
Doc ID 279484 Submission 

Doc ID 279459 Submission 

Doc ID 279457 Submission 

Doc ID 279550 Submission 

Doc ID 279552 Submission 

Doc ID 279360 Submission 

Doc ID 278995 Submission 

Doc ID 278956 Submission 

Doc ID 281762 Submission 

Doc ID 281655 Submission  

Doc ID 281842 Submission 

Doc ID 280616 Submission 
RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

Relates to Key Direction 2: 

A prosperous and resilient economy: we are innovative and 
‘open for business’  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this report 
at this time. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Transport Administration Amendment (Closure of Railway Line 
Between Rosewood and Tumbarumba) Act 2017 No 34 

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2017/34/sec3 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS Policy implications associated with this report are yet to be 
determined 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
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1. Council adopts the Gundagai Rail Trail – Trail Development Plan Final Report 
May 2018 and the Gundagai Railway Bridge and Viaducts – Conversion to Rail 
Trail Feasibility Report May 2018. 

2. Council consider its position with regards to the project (both the Gundagai Rail 
Trail Stage One and the conversion of the Railway Viaduct as a combined or 
stand-alone project) with a view to seeking appropriate funding. 
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Introduction 
 
In 2008 the then Gundagai Shire Council and the Riverina Regional Development Board 
jointly funded Transplan Pty Ltd and Mike Halliburton Associates to prepare the 
Murrumbidgee Valley Rail Trail Feasibility Study for a 32km section of shared used trail 
along the disused railway corridor from Tumblong to Coolac. The report, released in April 
2009, found the project to be feasible with an approximate annual return of $1Million. 
Subsequently through involvement with Rail Trails for NSW Council representatives 
attended a number of meetings in Sydney at which the NSW Government was lobbied 
to change legislation to enable disused railway corridors to be used for recreation. 
Subsequently in 2014 Council hosted a meeting at which a Rail Trail Supporters Group 
was formed as an independent body to support Council in making the project a reality. 
In 2015 Council submitted an Expression of Interest for full funding through the Restart 
NSW Rail Trail Pilot Program, which was unsuccessful. Tumbarumba Rail Trail were 
successful in receiving $5Million in funding to complete their pilot project from 
Tumbarumba to Rosewood. This project has since progressed through the relevant 
legislative reform and policy formulation processes which now set a precedent for future 
Rail Trail development in New South Wales. 
 
In 2017 Council submitted a funding application through the Stronger Country 
Communities Fund to complete the Detailed Development Plan for a section of Rail 
Trail within the Gundagai town area and an associated feasibility report into the 
inclusion of the NSW Heritage Listed Gundagai Railway Viaduct as part of the project.  
 
Both reports were placed on public display for a period of four weeks between late 
April- Early June 2018. 
 
Subsequently Council approved the submission of an application in May 2018 to the 
Stronger Country Communities Fund to complete works for the Stage One Rail Trail 
project, which did not include the Railway Viaduct itself. 
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Discussion 
 
Council has received a number of submissions on the Rail Trail Stage One project, with 
the majority being favourable. The major benefits cited included local and regional 
economic benefits, environmental benefits as well as health benefits for locals who can 
use the trail for recreation and to commute. The Gundagai Youth Council submission 
pointed to the benefits of connectedness with the villages and the fact that the trail will 
allow people to stop and stay, take a few days to explore and appreciate our beautiful 
landscape, people and hospitality.  
 
A letter was received from one adjoining landholder that was against the project, with 
the major concerns being safety, rubbish, and the cost of construction and maintenance. 
The letter also questions the likely usage of the trail. Further the letter cites concerns 
that the relevant legislation has not yet been passed by parliament.  
 
Council also received a couple of submissions on the Railway Viaduct Feasibility Study. 
These were one for and one against the project.  
 
The submission for the project pointed to the significance of the heritage structure at a 
local, state, national and even international level and the need to act now in order to 
ensure its conservation. It praised the inclusion of a rail trail on the viaduct as providing 
access to pedestrians, mobility scooters, and cyclists to interact with this significant part 
of Gundagai’s and Australia's history. It noted that such a project will bring significant 
social and economic benefits to our region enabling an economic return on the 
Government investment required for the restoration and repurposing.  
 
Conversely the letter against the inclusion of the viaduct in the project cited concerns 
with the expense to both initially repair the bridge and install the shared use trail and 
then with ongoing maintenance. It prefers the approach of demolishing the NSW 
Heritage Listed Structure to avoid potential public hazard.  
 
Currently Tumut Street is temporarily closed at the intersection with the Railway Viaduct 
due to concerns about the structural integrity of several spans of the Viaduct. John 
Holland has a project underway to conduct an “Alternate Use Study” for the Railway 
Viaduct. The study will incorporate the what, the how and the envisaged feasibility to 
each of a number of options for the Viaduct. There are no restrictions on the 
development of options and therefore this means there will be a mix of end outcomes 
i.e. full conservation, partial conservation, etc. The project process is expected to take 
about four to five months and to include opportunities for community consultation. 
 
On 26 June 2018, representatives of Cootamundra – Gundagai Regional Council, 
Gundagai Historic Bridges Trust Inc and Engineers Australia – Engineering Heritage 
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Sydney Committee met to discuss the future of the Gundagai historic road and rail 
bridges. While there are actions underway to deal with the road bridge, the future of the 
rail bridge is much less certain. The rail bridge has significance in its own right as a key 
example of a railway timber truss bridge, of which there are only 15 examples across 
NSW. The outcome of the meeting was to draft a letter to outline the preferred approach 
to management of the bridge including: 
• Recognition of the Gundagai Rail Bridge as a key part of local and NSW culture and 
heritage, with its key role in opening up and developing the region; 
• Preservation of the Gundagai Rail Bridge, as a significant heritage structure; 
• Conversion of the bridge to a Rail Trail, to allow continued use and encourage 
tourism to the area; and 
• Provision of adequate funding to achieve these objectives. 
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