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8.2.2 FEES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCILLORS 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 282160 

REPORTING OFFICER Teresa Breslin, Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Allen Dwyer, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new CSP 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS The maximum Mayoral and Councillor fees have been allowed for 
in the Operational Plan. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS The statutory provisions contained in Division 5 of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 require the Council to fix the annual fee for 
the Councillors and for the Mayor in accordance with the 
determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Local Government Remuneration Tribunal 2018 
Determination Report      

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Submitted for consideration. 
 
 
Introduction 

At its Extraordinary meeting on 21st September, 2017 Council considered the 2017 determination 
of the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal and resolved as follows: 
 
Council adopt the Councillor annual fee of $11,570; and the Mayoral (additional) annual fee of 
$25,250. 
 
Pursuant to section 241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the Local Government Remuneration 
Tribunal has reviewed Councillor and Mayoral fees effective from 1 July 2018 and determined an 
annual fee increase of 2.5%. A copy of the 2018 Determination Report is attached. 

Discussion 

The following table details the maximum and minimum amount of fees to be paid to mayors and 
councillors for the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2019, reflecting the determination of the Local 
Government Remuneration Tribunal for a 2.5% increase. It is highlighted that Cootamundra-
Gundagai Regional Council is classified in the ‘Rural’ category. 
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Table 4: Fees for General Purpose and County Councils 

Category 
Councillor/Member 
Annual Fee 

Mayor/Chairperson 
Additional Fee* 

Minimum  Maximum  Minimum  Maximum 

General Purpose 
Councils – 
Metropolitan 

Principal CBD 26,970  39,540  164,980  217,080 

Major CBD 17,980  33,310  38,200  107,620 

Metropolitan Large 17,980  29,670  38,200  86,440 

Metropolitan 
Medium 13,480  25,160  28,640  66,860 

Metropolitan Small 8,970  19,790  19,100  43,150 

General Purpose 
Councils – 
Non-metropolitan 

Regional City  17,980  31,260  38,200  97,370 

Regional Strategic 
Area 17,980  29,670  38,200  86,440 

Regional Rural 8,970  19,790  19,100  43,170 

Rural 8,970  11,860  9,540  25,880 

County Councils  
Water  1,780  9,890  3,820  16,250 

Other 1,780  5,910  3,820  10,790 

*This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor/Chairperson as a Councillor/Member (s.249(2)) 
 

The Statutory Provisions contained in Division 5 of the Local Government Act 1993 require the 
Council to fix the annual fee for the Mayor and Councillors in accordance with the determination of 
the Remuneration Tribunal. In addition, the Council may resolve a fee for the Deputy Mayor for such 
time as they act in the office of the mayor. The amount of the fee so paid must be deducted from 
the mayor’s annual fee. The maximum Mayoral and Councillor fees have been allowed for in the 
Draft Operational Plan for the 2018-2019 financial year. 

Adoption of the 2018 fees on the same basis as in 2017 will result in an annual increase of $630 for 
the Mayor and $290 for Councillors. 
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8.2.3 DRAFT USE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION DEVICES 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 282164 

REPORTING OFFICER Teresa Breslin, Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Allen Dwyer, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018, following adoption of the new 
CSP. 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Draft Use of Information Technology and Communication 
Devices Policy      

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Draft Use of Information Technology and Communication Devices Policy attached to the 
report be adopted. 

 

 
Introduction 

Council is currently reviewing its policy register to ensure statutory compliance is achieved and to 
demonstrate good governance practices. 

Discussion 

The objective of the Draft Use of Information Technology and Communications Devices policy (draft policy 
attached) is to provide clear guidelines for staff and Councillors in their use of computers, internet, email, 
telephone and other electronic media and devices in the conduct of Council-related activities.  
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8.2.4 DRAFT 2018/19 OPERATIONAL PLAN AND 2018/19 - 2020/21 DELIVERY PROGRAM 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 282199 

REPORTING OFFICER Teresa Breslin, Governance Officer 

AUTHORISING OFFICER Allen Dwyer, General Manager   

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018, following adoption of the new 
CSP. 
  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Section 404 and 405 Local Government Act, 1993. 

Local Government (Council Amalgamations) Proclamation 2016. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report. 

ATTACHMENTS 1. Submission 1   
2. Submission 2   
3. Submission 3   
4. Submission 4   
5. Submission 5   
6. Submission 6   
7. Submission 7   
8. Submission 8   
9. Submission 9   
10. Submission 10   
11. Submission 11   
12. Submission 12      

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. The submissions in response to the public exhibition of the draft 2018/19 Operational 
Plan (incorporating Revenue Policy, Fees & Charges and budget) and draft 2018/19-
2020/21 Delivery Program and Long Term Financial Plan be considered.  

2. The draft 2018/19 Operational Plan (incorporating Revenue Policy, Fees & Charges and 
budget) and draft 2018/19-2020/21 Delivery Program and Long Term Financial Plan be 
adopted.  

 
Introduction 

At the Ordinary Meeting on 22 May 2018 Council resolved that the Draft 2018/19 Operational Plan 
(incorporating Revenue Policy, Fees & Charges and budget) and draft 2018/19-2020/21 Delivery 
Program and Long Term Financial Plan, be placed on public exhibition in accordance with the 
Community Engagement Strategy for not less than 28 days, from 23 May 2018 to 19 June 2018 
inviting submissions from the public.  
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Discussion 

 The notice of public exhibition and invitation for submissions was duly advertised as follows: 

• The Cootamundra Herald Snippets on 25 May and 6 June 2018 
• Fortnightly newsletter week commencing 25 May and 8 June 2018 
• Council’s Website and Facebook pages 
• Copies made available at the Council Administration Centres and Libraries 

including advice that all submissions must be lodged by 5pm 19 June 2018. 

In response to the public exhibition process, 13 submissions were received at the time this report 
was created and are attached. The submissions were acknowledged and reviewed. The key points 
raised in the submissions are documented below with respective comments provided in response.  

SUBMISSIONS 

1. From Julie Cowell, Office Coordinator, The Arts Centre Cootamundra (TACC) dated 29 May 2018: 

Comment: Where other properties have been mentioned (libraries and Gundagai visitor centre 
repeatedly) TACC is conspicuously absent in parts 1.1b (1&2) of the Delivery Program. 

Response: Libraries and Visitor Information Centres are not specifically referred to in the subject 
sections but do appear as appropriate throughout the document. Part 1.1b refers to art and cultural 
bodies of which TACC is a key organisation. 
 
Comment: 1.1c (1) of the Delivery Program - How is the best interests of volunteers to be managed? 
TACC volunteers have never been acknowledged by Council at any volunteers days. 

Response: This is not considered to be a specific Deliver Program issue but, notwithstanding, the 
vital importance of volunteers and the valuable contribution they make to the wellbeing of the 
community is recognised and acknowledged.  
 
Comment: 1.1d (2) of the Delivery Program - TACC infrastructure should be included here? Yes? 

Response: As a Council owned local historical building, although not individually listed along with 
other such buildings, the TACC Building is covered by this item. 
 
Comment: 1.1e of the Deliver Program - inclusive practise which TACC is pushing through the 
partnership with Murmuration and professional development programs. The centre desperately 
needs a ramp emergency exit from the theatre area. 

Response: The ramp emergency exit is include for funding through the draft 2018/19 Operational 
Plan. Council has assisted TACC with various funding applications and once funding approval is 
granted for this project it can be included on an appropriate works program.  
 
Comment: 2.1a (1) of the Deliver Program - Interesting concept to now try to integrate the Gundagai 
Coota region when there are two different tourism economic development officers, one of whom 
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has NO interest in the Cootamundra area. Would have thought that the first step to this would be 
to have a single tourism economic development officer who could bring the two together. 

Response: Following the forthcoming consideration of Council’s structure, the structure of Council’s 
Economic Development Section will also be reviewed. 
 
Comment: 2.1f (2) of the Delivery Program - Developing collaborative events which was an area that 
could have been covered by the Cootamundra Development corporation, but does not happen. All 
this regions events and assets need to be managed collaboratively to value add for visitors and to 
reduce work load on volunteers if events are centrally managed to best market and bring people to 
the area. 

Response: A number of initiatives are being planned including the development of a tourism website 
and social media channels to provide coverage of the entire Local Government Area. These 
initiatives are outlined in the service unit plan. 
 
Comment: 2.3 a & b of the Delivery Program - TACC again not mentioned. 

Response: No specific organisation or service delivery outlet is provided in this section. However it 
is acknowledged that it is intended that TACC is, and continues to be considered a key component 
of this strategy. 
 
Comment: 2.3c (1) - upkeep visitor centres - Cootamundra barely has one (and no offense to the 
historical society and heritage centre who work their butts off to keep the place open), there is no 
update of brochures, there is little knowledge of local sights and no training in tourism. Unbelievable 
that Gundagai has a scheduled upgrade for the well-resourced and paid staff, and Coota misses out 
again. 

Response: A proposed infrastructure upgrade to modernise and meet disability access requirements 
was developed in 2014 and is included in committed funds in the Merger Implementation funding. 
It is intended that a Tourism and Economic Development Strategy be completed in 2018/19 which 
is to include a needs analysis of the upgrading of other visitor services infrastructure. 
 
Comment: 3.1d - would like to see an increase in recycling capabilities and push for residents to do 
it - food waste, soft plastics and especially glass. 

Kurrajong recyclers in Wagga recycle glass that cannot be re-melted, into builders aggregate and 
sand for all sorts of purposes (including horse working areas) - this is a great way to stop taking sand 
out of our river banks and use glass that would otherwise end up in landfill. 

Response: Council’s ideal is for increased recycling across all varieties of waste. Unfortunately 
materials recovered from recycling processes are commodities that rely on market prices to be 
viable. Under the current arrangements all recycled materials recovered at the Cootamundra MRF 
are the property of Elouera and they determine what is recyclable locally, and how the materials 
are handled and traded. 
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In regards to food waste, Council will be incorporating food waste collection into the current garden 
organic collection in the Cootamundra area in spring this year. Gundagai already has a food and 
organics collection. This will result in a reduction in the amount of food waste in the current red bin 
kerbside collection in Cootamundra, Stockinbingal and Wallendbeen. 

Glass recycling is also determined by market fluctuations and while Kurrajong does recycle glass into 
a high grade product, it finds it hard to resell the glass product produced. In fact, as with many of 
the glass recyclers in NSW, Kurrajong currently has a large stockpile of the material that it finds hard 
to move. In Council’s case, it is the cost of transportation that is the limiting factor in purchasing and 
using more of the recycled glass product. 

It is planned that Council will increase its waste education and advertising across all areas of waste 
from July this year in preparation for, and in conjunction with, the introduction of the new food and 
organics service.  
 
Comment: Pages 13-19 of the Operational Plan - no mention of any ongoing support for TACC by 
way of infrastructure maintenance or operational funding. 

Response: The sections referred to include Capital Projects and the funding of Major Projects and it 
is confirmed that TACC is not included in these section for 2018/19.  
 
Comment: The volunteers who built TACC always planned for the building to house events and 
gatherings that would increase tourism and have an impact on Economic development of the area, 
but there is no mention of TACC being a part of that in the region (page 33 of the plan). 

Response: The subject page includes projects that Council staff will be undertaking during the term 
of the Operational Plan. Some of these projects are likely to involve TACC. TACC has not traditionally 
sought Council approval for its various activities proposed for the forthcoming year. However, as a 
Section 355 Committee, inclusion of its projects in the Operational Plan could be considered as an 
option for the future. 
 

2. From David Sharp, Director – Advisory & Consulting, Generate Pty Ltd dated 1 June 2018: 

Comment:  In support of The Arts Centre Cootamundra’s application for an increased financial 
contribution from Council. 

Response: Noted. 
 

3. Submission Three dated 5 June 2018: 

Comment: My concern is a seemingly imbalance of available funding between the two areas of the 
Council Region with Gundagai area patching up works that were clearly not done under its old Shire 
Council and receiving funding for projects where multinational or organized community groups 
could source grant funding for community enterprise. 

Response: The Delivery Program and Operational Plan is based on the outcomes of consultation that 
informed Council’s Community Strategic Plan, with expenditure proposed in the Operational Plan 
prioritised in consideration of available resources and competing demands. 
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Comment: Why spend money on upgrading an existing VIC in Gundagai when Coota does not even 
have one that is supported by professional staff or really active? 

Response: A proposed infrastructure upgrade to modernise and meet disability access requirements 
was developed in 2014 and is included in committed funds in the Merger Implementation funding. 
It is intended that a Tourism and Economic Development Strategy be completed in 2018/19 which 
is to include a needs analysis of the upgrading of other visitor services infrastructure. 
 
Comment: Why are we spending so much on "Library" Services as economic development strategies 
when these are a Council service not economic growth generators. 

Response: The Delivery Program and Operational Plan is based on the outcomes of consultation that 
informed Council’s Community Strategic Plan, with expenditure proposed in the Operational Plan 
prioritised in consideration of available resources and competing demands. 
 
Comment: What is it that is enduring the world over? What is it that makes a place unique and sets 
it apart the world over? It is its unique landforms and its ARTS & CULTURE. It seems CGRC planning 
does not recognize the importance of either agricultural enterprise or the The Arts Centre in ability 
to generate economic growth and spread health and welfare benefits for all demographics within 
our Council Region. 

Response: Council fully recognises and acknowledges the vital importance of agricultural enterprise 
and the Arts, in addition to the plethora of activities, organisations, and economic and cultural 
drivers that make the Cootamundra-Gundagai area a liveable and desirable location to reside. 
 

4. Submission Four dated 5 June 2018: 

Comment: Tourism: Cootamundra needs a designated VIC with professional staff to do the work of 
seeking enterprise and developing programs. Spending valuable funds on Gundagai upgrade creates 
more of an uneven playing field between the two areas of the Council region. The Visitors are 
different, want different info and travel different routes requiring different info and support. 
Allocate funds to balance this inequity and increase tourist activity throughout the region. BULID A 
VIC IN COOTA BEFORE UPGRADING GUNDAGAI or do both if funding allows. 

Response: A proposed infrastructure upgrade to modernise and meet disability access requirements 
was developed in 2014 and is included in committed funds in the Merger Implementation funding. 
It is intended that a Tourism and Economic Development Strategy be completed in 2018/19 which 
is to include a needs analysis of the upgrading of other visitor services infrastructure. 
 
Comment: After giving 16 years of my life to building an Arts Facility that is unique and sets our town 
or region aside I am extremely disappointed CGRC do not value the massive hours community 
volunteers put in to facilitate this initiative for the Shire. As a business man I find it difficult to 
understand the lack of financial understanding about what is economic development. 

Response: Council fully understands and sincerely appreciates the enormous contribution in time, 
skills, knowledge and commitment that TACC volunteers, and all volunteers in the region, make to 
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the social fabric of our communities. However, in terms of financial contributions to individual 
organisations, The Delivery Program and Operational Plan is based on the outcomes of consultation 
that informed Council’s Community Strategic Plan, with expenditure proposed in the Operational 
Plan prioritised in consideration of available resources and competing demands. 
 

5. From Louise Herron, CEO Sydney Opera House dated 6 June 2018: 

Comment:  In support of the Arts Centre Cootamundra to secure an ongoing operational funding 
contribution from Council. 

Response: Noted. 
 

6. From Lindsey and Andrew Baber dated 12 June 2018: 

Comment: Expressing concern regarding inadequate funding being allocated to TACC. 

Response: Noted. 
 

7. CEO of Regional Arts NSW Elizabeth Rogers dated 8 June 2018: 

Comment: In support of The Arts Centre Cootamundra’s (TACC) for request for financial support 
from Council.  

Response: Noted.  
 

8. Submission Eight dated 14 June 2018: 

Comment: Expressing concern that the current Draft Operational Plan makes no mention of the on-
going needs of The Arts Centre Cootamundra and requests that Council review their Draft Plan with 
a view to incorporating the future needs of the Arts Centre, Cootamundra. 

Response: Noted.  
 

9. From Anne Steinke dated 18 June 2018: 

Comment: Expressing concern that the DP and OP does not appear to be considering how the 
council will offer support to The Art Centre Cootamundra into the future. 

Response: Noted. 
 

10. From Brian Halstead, President, Save Our Councils Coalition (SOCC) dated 18 June 2018: 

Comment: Request for Council to detail the amalgamation cost and savings over the period from 
amalgamation to 2021/22 compared to the proposal and include the full cost of IT changes and 
services and wages equalisation costs. An initial review shows a deficit of $1.9 million in the 18/19 
year compared with the smaller deficit of $1.2million for the two councils in the 14/15 year prior to 
amalgamation, Council should inform the community in this plan the reasons why the amalgamated 
council is apparently doing financially less well that the two separate councils and what can be done 
to address the situation. 
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Response: The reporting standards required of Council can, on occasions, produce ‘headline’ results 
that benefit from explanation of how they are derived. The budgeted operating deficit of 
approximately $1.9m includes $8m in depreciation, while excluding income from capital grants of 
nearly $14m. Aside from the obligation to present this figure on that basis, councils typically present 
the budgeted operating result excluding depreciation as it is a non-cash expense, which leaves a 
budgeted surplus of approximately $6.1m. 

11. From Sarah Last, Wired Lab dated 19 June 2018: 

Comment: Letter of support towards the CGRC revising its Draft Operational Plan to include a 
financial contribution to the operation of the Arts Centre Cootamundra (TACC).  

Response: Noted. 
 

12. From Elise Magrath, Cultural Development Office, The Arts Centre Cootamundra (TACC) dated 19 
June 2018: 

Comment: Letter requesting that CGRC review its Draft Operational Plan currently on display to 
include a financial contribution to The Arts Centre Cootamundra (TACC) in an amount of $50 000 in 
the 2018 - 2019 financial year.  

Response: Noted. 
 

13. From Laurence Byron dated 19 June 2018: 

Comment: The main focus of this submission is that Gundagai has a Dysfunctional Stormwater 
System and that this creates at significant infrastructure backlog that is not identified in the 
Operational or Delivery Plan.  

Response: In view of the volume of the submission and the numerous issues raised a detailed 
response is unable to be prepared prior to publication of the business paper and commencement 
of the Council meeting. The full submission has been circulated to Councillors separately. 
 
End of submissions. 
 
It should be noted that the Asset Management Plan and Workforce Management Plan are also 
components of the Delivery Program and draft versions of these Plans are nearing completion. It is 
intended that the draft Asset Management Plan be the subject of a Councillor Workshop in July, 
following which the draft Plans will be submitted to Council for endorsement for Public Exhibition. 
Following public exhibition the Plans will then be considered by Council, in conjunction with any 
submissions, for adoption.  
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