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The Mayor & Councillors 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 
PO Box 420 
Cootamundra NSW 2590 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
An Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in the Council Chambers, Gundagai on: 
 
 

Tuesday, 27th March, 2018 at 6:00pm. 
 

The agenda for the meeting is enclosed. 
 
 
 
Allen Dwyer 

General Manager 
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AGENDA 

 
 

1. Open Forum 

2. Acknowledgement of Country 

 
Council acknowledges the Wiradjuri people,  the Traditional Custodians of the Land at 
which the meeting is held and pays its respects to Elders, both past and present, of the 
Wiradjuri Nation and extends that respect to other Aboriginal people who are present. 

 

3. Apologies  

4. Disclosures of Interest 

5. Confirmation of the Minutes (circulated separately) of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 

held on 27th February, 2018 

NERAL MANAGER'S REPORT  

6 MAYORAL MINUTES 4 

7 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 7 

7.1 DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISON 7 

7.1.1   DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING 7 

7.1.1.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS APPROVED FEBRUARY 2018 7 

7.1.1.2 EXHIBITION OF SECTION 7.12 FIXED DEVELOPMENT CONSENT LEVY 
CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN 2018 9 

7.1.1.3 ADOPTION OF COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL COUNCIL’S VILLAGES 
STRATEGY 23 

7.1.1.4 COUNCIL TO ENTER IN A CONTRACT WITH SERVICES NSW FOR THE “EASY TO 
DO BUSINESS” PROGRAM 25 

7.1.2 REGULATORY SERVICES 28 

7.1.2.1 ANIMAL IMPOUNDING STATISTICS FOR COOTAMUNDRA AND GUNDAGAI 28 

7.1.3 SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY 29 

7.1.3.1 QUARTERLY REPORT FOR COOTAMUNDRA AND GUNDAGAI LIBRARIES 29 
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6 MAYORAL MINUTES 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Mayoral Minutes be received and noted. 
 
So as to keep Councillors and the community aware of my engagements on behalf of Council I 
intend to provide regular updates through my Mayoral Minutes. These Minutes will also include 
copies of relevant correspondence received by me. 
 
27th February 
 
Councillors Bowden, Graham, Nicholson, Palmer, Sheahan and Stewart and I met with 
representatives of the Office Local Government and Department Planning in relation to Council 
procedures. 
 
28th February 
 
I attended the Cootamundra Scouts Group and presented their plaque for the grant which they 
received through the Stronger Communities Fund.  
 
2nd March 
 
The Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke and I met with representatives from the Australian 
Truck Heritage Group in relation to the Stronger Communities Grant. 
 
2nd March 
 
The Director of Assets, Phil McMurray, Councillors Kelly and Sheahan and I attended a working 
group meeting in relation to the current fees and charges. 
 
6th March 
 
Councillors Bowden, Kelly, Sheahan, Stewart, Palmer and I met with Cootamundra Swim Club to 
discuss pool matters.  
 
14th March 
 
I attended the Australian Local Government Women’s Association (ALGWA) welcoming dinner 
at the Gundagai Railway Station. 
 
16th March 
 
I attended the opening of the ALGWA conference at the Gundagai Services Club. Councillors 
Bowden and Nicholson spoke at the conference. A report from Councillors Bowden and 
Nicholson follows. 
 
16th March 
 
The Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke and I presented the Gundagai Rodeo Associations 
plaque for the Stronger Communities Fund grant they received. 



 

 Ordinary meeting of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council  
to be held on 27-03-2018 

Page 5 of 86 
 

17th March 
 
I attended a dinner for the ALGWA conference at the Gundagai District Services Club. I would like 
to extend my congratulations to the Manager Social and Community, Miriam Crane and her team 
for their involvement in the event. 
  
18th March 
 
I attended the Stockinbingal Fair. 
 
22nd March 
 
I attend village meetings at Adjungbilly and Coolac. 
 
23rd March 
 
I attended village meetings at Muttama and Tumblong. 
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7 GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

7.1 DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DIVISON 

 

7.1.1   DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING 

7.1.1.1 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS APPROVED FEBRUARY 2018 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Chris Imrie – Interim Director Development & Community 

ATTACHMENTS There are no attachments included in this report 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no Financial implications associated with this 
report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this 
report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this 
report. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The information on Development Applications Approved in February, 2018 be noted. 
 

The following development applications were approved by the Cootamundra Office  
in February, 2018: 
 

APP. NO. PROPOSED BUILDING STREET NAME 

DA2017/110 Community Infrastructure Building Hurley Street 

DA2018/001 5 Seniors Living Self-Care Units Short Street 

DA2018/003 New Garage Salt Clay Road 

DA2018/004 Dwelling Additions Kilrush Road 

DA2018/005 Rural Subdivision Yammatree Road 

DA2018/010 Commercial Change of Use Parker Street 

DA2018/011 Verandah Addition Mary Angove Crescent 

DA2018/012 New Garage Cutler Avenue 

DA2018/013 New Carport Donaldson Street 

DA2018/016 Addition to Industrial Shed Fuller Drive 

DA2018/017 New Garage Matilda Avenue 

CDC2018/003 New In ground Pool Netherleigh Lane 

CDC2018/004 Internal Alterations to Church Morris Street 
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VALUE OF WORK REPORTED TO THIS MEETING: $1,480,035.00 

VALUE OF WORK REPORTED YEAR TO DATE : $6,925,201.00 
 

THIS TIME LAST YEAR COOTAMUNDRA:  

VALUE OF WORK – FEB 2017 -    $         516,520.00  

VALUE OF WORK – YTD 2017 -    $   5,457,355. 00  

The following development applications were approved by the Gundagai Office in 
February, 2018: 
 

APP. NO. PROPOSED BUILDING STREET NAME 

DA314/2018 2 x Storage Containers Nangus Road 

DA315/2018 New Manufactured Home Hume Highway 

DA318/2018 New Garage Lewins Lane 

DA321/2018 New Garage Gilmore Place 

DA322/2018 New Storage Shed  Jack Moses Ave 

CDC317/2018 Internal Dwelling Alterations  West Street 
 

VALUE OF WORK REPORTED TO THIS MEETING: $642,400.00 

VALUE OF WORK REPORTED YEAR TO DATE : $4,424,261.00 
 

THIS TIME LAST YEAR GUNDAGAI:  

VALUE OF WORK – FEB 2017 -    $542,000 .00  

VALUE OF WORK – YTD 2017  - $14,474,975.00  
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7.1.1.2 EXHIBITION OF DRAFT SECTION 7.12 FIXED DEVELOPMENT CONSENT 
LEVY CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN 2018 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Grace Foulds – Town Planner 

ATTACHMENTS Draft ‘Section 7.12 Fixed Development Consent Levy 
Contributions Plan 2018’ 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Allocation of Section 7.12 funds 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Requirement of the Environmental Planning & Assessment 
Act 1979 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Draft ‘Section 7.12 Fixed Development Consent Levy Contributions Plan 2018’ be placed 
on public exhibition for a period of no less than 28 days. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Former Cootamundra and Gundagai Shire both have adopted Section 94A Development 
Contributions Plans. It is proposed that these plans be repealed and a single plan adopted which 
covers the entire Local Government Area. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
The Gundagai Shire Council S.94A Development Contributions Plan 2006 and Cootamundra 
Contributions Plan for Other Developments are proposed to be repealed in favour of a single 
contributions plan to be known as the ‘Section 7.12 Fixed Development Consent Levy 
Contributions Plan 2018’. 
 
The Gundagai Shire Council S.94A Development Contributions Plan 2006 is a ten year plan, which 
has been implemented since adoption in 2006. Today, there are no outstanding projects to be 
completed under this plan. In order to continue levying contributions under Section 7.12 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 (formerly known as Section 94A) Council must 
have a 7.12 contributions plan as funds collected under this section can only be allocated in 
accordance with an adopted plan.  
 
Rather than create a new plan which services only Gundagai Town, it is recommended that a 
new plan be created which services not only the towns but the villages also. Additionally, 
combining funds collected under Section 7.12 from former Cootamundra and Gundagai Shires 
means that projects will be completed at a faster rate as there is a greater base in which to collect 
funds from. 
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Repealing the Cootamundra Contributions Plan for Other Developments leaves only recoupment 
of funds towards the Cootamundra Swimming Pool upgrade as an incomplete item as other 
uncompleted works are no longer necessary/going to occur due to the merger. The Cootamundra 
Swimming Pool recoupment is listed as item 1 in the proposed Draft ‘Section 7.12 Fixed 
Development Consent Levy Contributions Plan 2018’.  
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7.1.1.3 ADOPTION OF COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL COUNCIL’S VILLAGES 
STRATEGY 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Grace Foulds – Town Planner 

ATTACHMENTS There are no attachments associated in this report 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Works schedule included as a part of the strategy to be 
funded over the next 30 years 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Requirement of the Environmental Planning & Assessment 
Act, 1979 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. The Villages Strategy be adopted. 

2. The Villages Strategy be put forward for endorsement by the Hon. Anthony Roberts 

Minister of Planning, Housing and Special Minister of State. 

Introduction 
 
Over the past twelve months, Council staff and the community have been collaborating on a 
Villages Strategy to help inform changes to the existing and future Local Environmental Plans.  
 
This process has concluded with the strategy (broken down per village) having been on exhibition 
for a number of months. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
In March, 2017, background research and analysis was commenced for the formulation of a 
Villages Strategy which would help inform the new Cootamundra-Gundagai Local Environmental 
Plan, any minor changes to the existing Cootamundra or Gundagai Local Environmental Plans. 
 
In May-June 2017, community engagement was undertaken, with 103 people attending drop in 
sessions, 74 primary school students engaged in village planning workshops and 92 written 
submissions received. This was an extraordinary result for a land use strategy and demonstrated 
the passion and proactive nature of the villages of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council. 
 
In order to harness and encourage this community enthusiasm it was decided that each village 
would be drafted separately to fully gauge community reaction to proposed opportunities and 
identified constraints. This proved successful, with a further eleven submission received over the 
entire exhibition period of five individual documents. 
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For the most part, submissions received during exhibition were supportive of the strategy and 
while there were some issues raised which were not covered in the strategy and realistically 
could not be covered in a land use strategy, the majority of submissions have led to revision of 
strategy. This is most notable with the inclusion of a discussion related to a possible rail trail from 
Gundagai to Coolac and the revision of proposed minimum lot sizes at Coolac due to the 
commitment to potable water being supplied to the village. 
 
The Villages Strategy can already claim some success with a number of costed works listed 
receiving funding under Stronger Country Communities Round 1, being listed in the proposed 
Draft ‘Section 7.12 Fixed Development Consent Levy Contributions Plan 2018’ and some other 
projects being recommended for funding under Stronger Country Community Round 2.  
 
Additionally, the value of the Villages Strategy to Council’s asset planning for the future cannot 
be underestimated with this generational plan recommending a number of large infrastructure 
works such as potable water to Nangus and Coolac and a sewer for Stockinbingal. The general 
goodwill and connections made between council staff and the people of the villages is hopefully 
the start of a new era of collaborative planning and communication between the villages and the 
towns of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council. 
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7.1.1.4 CONTRACT WITH SERVICES NSW FOR THE “EASY TO DO BUSINESS” PROGRAM 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Luke Izzard – Building Surveyor 

ATTACHMENTS “Easy to do Business” Council Flyer 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There is no cost to Council for participation in this 
program. Support material, training and advice is provided 
by Service NSW free of charge.  

Implementation of the program should lead to reduced 
processing times and costs relating to applications 
submitted to Council.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Council would still undertake all assessments as per 
appropriate legislation. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Authority be delegated to the General Manager to enter into a contract with Service 
NSW for the Easy to do Business initiative; and 

2. Authority be delegated to the Mayor and General Manager to execute any necessary 
documents under the Common Seal of Council. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Council officers met with Service NSW’s Council Engagement Manger, Mr Nick Rodwell on the 
6th March, 2018 to discuss the “Easy to do Business” program. This program is specifically for 
future owner/operators of opening café’s, restaurant’s or small bar and is tailored to help them 
start their business. 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide background information and seek support to enter into 
a contract with Service NSW for the Easy to do Business program. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
This program provides the opportunity for participating councils to implement programs that 
support small business, share resources and information with other participating councils and 
promote this to the local business community. 
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Small Business Commissioner and Services NSW have developed the “Easy to do Business” 
program. This free program provides a number of benefits for Councils: 
 

 Increased productivity with ‘decision ready’ applications and reduced transaction costs 

 Effective tools to help boost our local economy, enabling more jobs in the region and 

assisting Council to deliver on its Economic Development & Tourism Strategic Plan. 

“Previously, cafes, small bars and restaurants would have to deal with up to 13 agencies, 75 
regulations, up to 30 phone numbers and complete 48 forms, taking as long as 18 months to 
navigate. This program has seen this reduced to one digital application and one phone number, 
reducing the opening time for businesses to 90 days.” 
 
The initiative will provide a customer who wishes to set up cafés, restaurants or small bar, with 
a single point of contact within Service NSW who will help them navigate all the required 
approvals to operate the business, for example registering the business, obtaining an ABN and 
required Council approval. 
 
Those looking to start up a café, restaurant or small bar can benefit from Council being involved 
in Easy to do Business by receiving: 
 

 A unique digital profile that can help fast track the approval process across local, state 

and federal government; 

 Step by step guidance through the application process; 

 The support of a dedicated Business Concierge who can answer questions, liaise with 

council, and review applications to ensure they are ‘decision ready’; and 

 Information in relation to the upfront time, fees and effort involved. 

The intention of the program is to build awareness of specialist advice services available, ensure 
Council staff can direct enquiries to these and provide applicants with the skills to be better 
informed and researched prior to lodging any applications. 
 
Service NSW presented to Hunter Councils on 6th of March, 2017 outlining the benefits of the 
program and seeking councils support to become members of the program. The program is 
focused on the café, small bar and restaurant sector at present, however the intention is to 
expand to other designated subsectors of the business economy in the future.  
 
For Council, the process is to endorse the recommendations and then inform Service NSW that 
this has occurred. Following this, the Easy to do Business Council/Agency Lead personnel will 
make a presentation to key Council staff to provide them with the information and skills for 
“Operational Readiness”. Once Council staff are prepared, there will be an official launch and 
announcement of the program. 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The overall participation in the Easy to do Business program is important and will support the 
creation of new businesses within the Cootamundra Gundagai Regional Council. 
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7.1.2 REGULATORY SERVICES 

7.1.2.1 ANIMAL IMPOUNDING STATISTICS FOR COOTAMUNDRA AND GUNDAGAI                                                                                 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Glen McAtear, Senior Regulatory Officer 

ATTACHMENTS There are no attachments associated with this report 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this 
report 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The statistics regarding the impounding of dogs at Cootamundra and Gundagai for the month 
of March, 2018 be received and noted. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
In total 20 dogs were impounded in Cootamundra and Gundagai during March. Of those 20 
animals:  
 

 1 was euthanased; 

 13 were rehomed; 

 3 were returned to their home; 

 2 were impounded and returned home once they were registered in accordance with 

the Companion animals Act, 1998 and Companion Animals Regulation, 2008 ; and 

 1 remains in the pound with efforts being undertaken to rehome. 
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7.1.3 SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY 

7.1.3.1 QUARTERLY REPORT FOR COOTAMUNDRA AND GUNDAGAI LIBRARIES                                                                                    

 

REPORTING OFFICER Penny Howse – Library Manager 

ATTACHMENTS Report for Cootamundra and Gundagai Libraries for the 
months of January through to March, 2018 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no Legislative implications associated with this 
report 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this report 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The January – March, 2018 Quarterly Report for Cootamundra and Gundagai Libraries be 
received and noted.  
 
 
Discussion 
 
Information in relation to and a variety of activities held in the libraries during this time is 
included in the attached report. 
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7.2 CORPORATE SERVICES DIVISON 

 

7.2.1  FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT  

7.2.1.1 PROPOSED USE OF COUNCIL PROPERTY – GUNDAGAI SALEYARDS KIOSK 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Kate Monaghan, Director Corporate Services 

ATTACHMENTS Saleyards building condition report, including photos 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Recommendation to allocate $5,000 for repairs, with the 
amount to be allocated from the Gundagai Saleyards 
Reserve. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS The Gundagai Saleyards is classed as ‘Operational Land,’ 
and there are no restrictions placed on the leasing of 
Operational Land by the Local Government Act 1993.  

Lease documentation will be prepared in accordance with 
the Conveyancing Act 1919 and the Real Property Act 
1900.  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no Policy implications associated with this 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Gundagai Saleyards Kiosk be leased to the Gundagai Light Horse Brigade for club house 
and meeting room use under the following general terms: 

1. Council is to be responsible for building insurance, rates and charges, and water 
consumption up to a nominal amount. 

2. Gundagai Light Horse Brigade is to be responsible for electricity connection and costs. 

3. In lieu of a monetary contribution for rent, the Gundagai Light Horse Brigade will 
provide general site maintenance, including landscaping and painting. 

4. A budget of $5,000 be allocated for repairs to the kiosk building and toilets, and for 

these funds to be allocated from the Gundagai Saleyards Reserve. 

 
Introduction 
 
The Gundagai Light Horse Brigade is seeking Council’s consent to make use of the Gundagai 
Saleyard kiosk building for use as a club house and meeting venue. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
The kiosk is currently disused, and the Brigade have consulted with the saleyards agents who 
have no objection to this proposal.  
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Council staff have completed a building inspection report, detailing the building condition and 
identifying basic maintenance and repairs which should be undertaken by Council, at an 
estimated cost of $5,000. 
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7.2.1.2 INVESTMENT REPORT 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Tim Swan – Finance Manager 

ATTACHMENTS February, 2018 Investment Report 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Council investments comply with section 625 of the Local 
Government Act (NSW), 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, paragraph 212. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS Funds are invested in accordance with Council’s 
Investment Policy, which is due for review in August, 2018. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Investment Report as at 28th February, 2018 be received and noted. 
 
 
Introduction 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Council’s funds invested as at 28th 

February, 2018 

 

 

Discussion 
 
A list of Council’s investments as at the reporting date is detailed in the attached report.  
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7.2.2 GOVERNANCE AND BUSINESS SYSTEMS 

7.2.2.1 DRAFT AGENCY INFORMATION GUIDE 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Teresa Breslin, Governance Officer 

ATTACHMENTS Draft Agency Information Guide  

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS In accordance with legislative requirements under the 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS This guide is supported by the Access to Information 
Policy 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

The Agency Information Guide attached to the report be endorsed. 

 

 

Introduction 

 

The object of the GIPA Act is to open government information to the public by the proactive 

public release of government information by agencies, giving members of the public an 

enforceable right to access government information and only restricting government 

information when there is an overriding public interest against disclosure. 

The Government Information (Public Access) Act, 2009 (GIPA Act) states that all agencies (other 
than a Minister) must have an agency information guide (AIG), and must be made available free 
of charge on the agency’s website. 
 
 
Discussion 

 

Section 20 of the GIPA Act states:  

(1) An agency (other than a Minister) must have a guide (its "agency information guide") 

that:  

(a) describes the structure and functions of the agency, and  

(b) describes the ways in which the functions (including, in particular, the 

decision-making functions) of the agency affect members of the public, and 

(c) specifies any arrangements that exist to enable members of the public to 

participate in the formulation of the agency’s policy and the exercise of the 

agency’s functions, and 
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(d) identifies the various kinds of government information held by 

the agency, and 

(e) identifies the kinds of government information held by the agency that the 

agency makes (or will make) publicly available, and 

(f) specifies the manner in which the agency makes (or will make) government 

information publicly available, and 

(g) identifies the kinds of information that are (or will be) made publicly available 

free of charge and those kinds for which a charge is (or will be) imposed. 

(2) An agency must make government information publicly available as provided by its 

agency information guide. 
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7.2.2.2 DRAFT ACCESS TO INFORMATION POLICY 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Teresa Breslin, Governance Officer 

ATTACHMENTS Access to Information Policy 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS In accordance with legislative requirements under the 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS This policy is to be supported by the Agency Information 
Guide 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

The Draft Access to Information Policy attached to the report be adopted.  
 

 

Introduction 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Government Information (Public Access) Act, 2009 

(GIPA Act), Council is required to disclose or release information, unless there is an overriding 

public interest against doing so.  

As part of Council’s governance framework, it is considered good practice to incorporate an 

Access to Information Policy that is supported by the Agency Information Guide.  

 

Discussion 

 

The adoption of an Access to Information Policy demonstrates Council’s commitment to 

operating in an open and transparent manner. 

The Access to Information Policy outlines the principles regarding public access to information, 

and provides the framework for processing requests for such access in accordance with the 

provisions of the Government Information (Public Access) Act,2009 (GIPA Act). 
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7.2.2.3 DRAFT POLICY CONTROL (GOVERNANCE) POLICY  

 

REPORTING OFFICER Teresa Breslin, Governance Officer 

ATTACHMENTS Draft Policy Control (Governance) Policy  

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS In accordance with the Local Government Act, 1993 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no policy implications associated with this 
report 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

The Draft Policy Control (Governance) Policy attached to the report be adopted. 
 
 
Introduction 

 

A recent review of Council policies has prompted the need for a set of rules associated with policy 

creation and adoption.  

The purpose of the Policy Control (Governance) Policy is to outline Council’s protocols for 
adopting and managing Council policies. 
 
 
Discussion 

 

The Office of Local Government standards state that an effective and robust governance 

framework is essential to the successful performance of a council. This policy will assist Council 

to comply with these appropriate standards of internal governance. 
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7.2.2.4 COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN  

 

REPORTING OFFICER Susan Pardy, Manager Governance and Business 
Systems 

ATTACHMENTS “Our place, Our future” 2018-28 Community 
Strategic Plan v1.3 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

Recommended endorsement of Community 
Strategic Plan 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with 
this report. 

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS Section 402 Local Government Act, 1993 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no policy implications associated with this 
report. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

The draft “Our place, Our future” Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Community 
Strategic Plan 2018-28 be adopted. 
 
 
Introduction 

 

Following the draft “Our place, Our future” Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Community 
Strategic Plan 2018-28  being placed on public exhibition for the period 28 February 2018 – 27 
March 2018, the draft Plan may now be adopted.  
 
 
Discussion 

 

The Local Government Act, 1993 requires Council to work with the community to review the 
Community Strategic Plan and other documents within the Integrated Planning and Reporting 
Framework after the commencement of each elected Council term. Under the proclamation of 
the new Council on 12th May, 2016, the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council must review 
its Community Strategic Plan by 1st July, 2018. 
 
The draft Community Strategic Plan has been developed through a process of intensive 
community engagement. The plan is based on the principles of equity, access, participation and 
rights, and addresses the civic leadership, social, environmental and economic issues in an 
integrated manner. The draft Community Strategic Plan is a call to action which reflects the 
aspirations and visions for the future of the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council local 
government area.  
 
The draft “Our place, Our future” Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Community Strategic 
Plan 2018-28 was placed on public submission on 28 February 2018, with the communication 
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methods and options for lodging a submission outlined in the Community Engagement Strategy 
(Draft Community Strategic Plan) presented to the Ordinary Council Meeting on 27 February 
2018. 
 
During the submission period, Council received two submissions, summarised as below: 
 

1. Submission received from a resident of Sydney, noting the identification of business 
opportunities in our region. The correspondent offered assistance to young people in 
the area who may wish to initiate new businesses.  
 
Council’s response: This submission does not provide feedback on the draft Plan, and 
therefore should not be considered in Council’s decision to endorse the Plan. The 
submission has been passed to Council’s relevant officer for contact regarding economic 
development opportunities. 
 

2. Submission received from a resident of Cootamundra, making two comments: 
a. There are no Key Performance Indicators or measures of success; 

b. The Vision Statement has a focus on external parties, but does not include those 
already part of the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area.  
 

Council response:  
a. The achievement of the Outcomes identified in the Community Strategic Plan 

are the markers of success in the achievement of the Objectives. The Community 
Strategic Plan is the over-arching document within the Integrated Planning and 
Reporting framework, informing all other strategic documents and the 
determination of targets. It is anticipated that in conjunction with further 
community consultation, future development of the Operational Plan will 
include determination of specific community targets, and the measurement of 
performance indicators.  

b. The Vision Statement was written based on extensive community feedback, 
where respondents sought a strong focus on economic development, 
employment, diversity and prosperity, and a strong articulation of a thriving and 
dynamic community. The Vision Statement as it stands provides for the desire of 
growth through the attraction of people, investment and business, while also 
acknowledging that the success of these rests on the community’s ability to be 
innovative, diverse and community-spirited.  

 
Based on the community feedback received and responses outlined above, it is recommended 
that the draft “Our place, Our future” Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council Community 
Strategic Plan 2018-28 be adopted, unedited. 
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7.3 OPERATIONS DIVISION  

 

7.3.1 OPERATIONS 

7.3.1.1 MARCH OPERATIONS UPDATE                                                                                    

 

REPORTING OFFICER Ray Graham, Director Operations 

ATTACHMENTS Works Program 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There are no financial implications associated with this 
report.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no legislative implications associated with this 
report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no policy implications associated with this 
report. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The March Operations Update report be received and noted. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
This report provides a detailed update of the Operations Department’s works during the month 
of March. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
Civil Works Section 
 
The Temora Street rehabilitation project between Parker and Murray Streets is basically 
complete with only the line marking left to be finished.  A final seal will be placed on the previous 
works between Murray and Crown Streets during the next week. This project was funded under 
the Roads to Recovery Program.  
 
Road maintenance works around the shire over the next week will involve shoulder grading on 
various roads as well as heavy patching on Nangus Road in preparation for the final resurfacing 
of the Sheridan Street. 
 
Works on installing a new culvert across Berthong Road has seen the culvert installed with some 
minor works yet to be completed on the headwalls. A new culvert has also been installed across 
West Jindalee Road near the railway crossing to assist with drainage in that area also during high 
rainfall events. These works are part of the flood restoration works as approved from the 2016 
flooding event. 
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Council’s sealing contractor Boral still has few more rural roads and town streets in the 
Cootamundra area to finish off in the current program. These are expected to be completed prior 
to the end of March. 
 
Patching crews are also undertaking patching to the bitumen shire network as required. 
 
The next section of footpath replacement in Cooper Street adjacent to the Council offices is due 
to commence next week. This work is being funded from the Stronger Communities funds and is 
part of the allocation for footpath repairs allocated to both Cootamundra and Gundagai. A copy 
of the updated Works program is included as part of this report. 
 
Technical Services 
 
Work on the rehabilitation of the Burley Griffin Way through Stockinbingal has commenced. 
Initial works have included clearing of trees and installation of drainage pipes. Over the coming 
weeks the drainage works will be completed and earthworks will commence on the rehabilitation 
of the road pavement. This work is being funded by the Roads and Maritime Services through 
the Roads Maintenance Council Contract (RMCC). 
 
Facilities Section 
 
Parks & Gardens 
 
Staff completed the usual daily jobs involving CBD Street sweeping, litter removal, mowing, 
whipper snipping, edging, hand weeding, cleaning barbeques, tree maintenance and actioning 
on customer requests. Additional works completed included: 
 
Preparation work was carried out for the Stockinbingal Village Fair. These works included 
mowing, tree trimming around the Stockinbingal primary school, picking up fallen branches and 
delivering 30 event bins. 
Weed spraying 
Stump grinding 
Parks and Gardens staff removed over 30 trees along the Burley Griffin Way as part of the RMS 
works for the drainage upgrade.  
The gardens in the Cootamundra CBD have been hedged, fertilised, weeded, pruned and 
mulched.  
 

 

 



 

 Ordinary meeting of Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council  
to be held on 27-03-2018 

Page 76 of 86 
 

 

 

 The seats around our parks have been inspected and repairs have been carried out at 
Jubilee Park  

 Staff have commenced the start of the sports changeover with the line marking at 
Country Club Oval, Albert Athletics track, Clarke Oval,  

 Installed new irrigation controllers at Albert Park, Clarke Oval, Jubilee Park and the 
Netball Courts. 

 Irrigation repairs were carried out at Jubilee Park, Albert Park and Nicholson 
Park 

 New power was trenched for the irrigation and power for the new building at Country 

Club Oval  

 

Clarke Wicket was covered with soil for the upcoming AFL season.  

Gundagai area 
 

 sporting field line marking 

 tree trimming and preparation for stump grinding 
 

 Noxious Weeds 

 
Spraying of weeds has been undertaken along the Hume highway at Tumblong for blackberries 
Further spraying has occurred in and around Gundagai Town, Nangus and Gocup Road. 
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 Swimming Pools 
 
Both the Cootamundra and Gundagai Swimming Pools seasons were extended to cater to pool 
users for the extended warm weather. 
 
In conjunction with the extended season the installation of the new shade covers at the 
Cootamundra pool has been delayed and will now commence at the end of April 2018. 
 
Cootamundra Indoor Pool heating system required repairs following a pressure tank failure that 
led to an over pressurisation of one of the roof top solar tube manifolds. The issue was repaired 
by staff on the day and a new pressure tank has been order and is due to be installed on Friday 
the 23rd March. 
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7.3.2  FACILITIES 

7.3.2.1 TREE RISK MANAGEMENT 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Ray Graham 

ATTACHMENTS There are no attachments associated with this 
report 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of 
new CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS There is currently no budget allocation for this 
project and it is recommended that Council 
undertake this project through a transfer from 
reserves  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no legislative implications associated with 
this report 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no policy implications associated with this 
report 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Council allocate a budget of $100,000 from the general reserve for the tree audit. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
As part of Council’s risk management framework the regular inspection of the trees on Council 
controlled and owned land that informs a priority program will need to be undertaken. This will 
have a budgetary impact with funds needing to be sourced from Council reserves to fund. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
Council’s Insurers – Statewide Mutual have developed a best practice manual to assist Council in 
mitigating our risk and complying with the requirements of the Civil Liabilities Act. Advice from 
Statewide Mutual based on legal precedent is that Council may be found liable in case where 
Council takes insufficient steps to abate the nuisance, this advice goes further to recognise that 
consideration through the budget constitutes reasonable action. This manual seeks to mitigate 
Council’s exposure in regards to trees located on land owned or controlled by Council through 
the application of risk management protocols.  
 
The advice from Council’s insurers in relation to Tree management suggests it is essential that 
Council undertake a tree survey to determine the level of risk and priority for tree risk 
management. The advice also suggests that Council systematically assess each tree under 
Council’s control in order to determine an appropriate risk management strategy subject to the 
available resources. 
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The process involves a physical inspection of each tree by a qualified Arborist and an assessment 
and identification of any potential defects within the tree and the likely failure potential. From 
this assessment a forward maintenance program can be developed with regard to both risk 
related remedial action which may include the following strategies: 
 

 Monitoring trip points until action is required 

 Replace rigid footpath materials with a flexible material 

 Redirection of pathways 

 Installation of bridging footpaths 

 Root pruning 

 Installation of Root barriers 

 Preventative maintenance such as dead wooding and pruning etc 

 Diverting kerb and gutter 

 Formative pruning 

 Removal of limbs which are unhealthy 

  Removal of the tree. 

 
This type of assessment would cost Council approximately $100,000 based on historical figures 
and conversations undertaken with neighbouring council’s. It is foreseeable that Council would 
be required to inspect approximately 8,000 trees in Cootamundra and approximately 4,000 in 
Gundagai.  
 
In order to reinforce the important inclusion of trees in the urban environment, this audit can be 
utilised for the development of a tree management policy. 
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7.3.3  MAJOR PROJECTS 

7.3.3.1   GUNDAGAI MAIN STREET PROJECT UPDATE – MARCH -2018                 

 

REPORTING OFFICER Phil McMurray, Deputy General Manager 

ATTACHMENTS There are no attachments associated with this report 

RELEVANCE TO COMMUNITY 
STRATEGIC PLAN 

To be included from July, 2018 following adoption of new 
CSP  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS Project is funded within Council’s adopted budget.  

LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS There are no legislative implications associated with this 
report 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS There are no policy implications associated with this report 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The March, 2018 Report for the Gundagai Main Street Project update be received and noted. 
 
 
Introduction 
This monthly report provides Council with a snapshot of progress for this major project. 
 
A Cost summary is provided below: 
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Discussion 
 
(Otway to Byron Streets & Homer St. Intersections) 
 
Major Road Pavement Reconstruction: 
 
Work complete over this period, has included all road preparation work to primer seal standard.  
We are satisfied that the pavement is sound and we are able to proceed with the asphalt final 
surfacing. 
 
Local Government Procurement (LGP) has been ‘prescribed’ by the NSW State Parliament to 
carry out group tenders on behalf of NSW local government.  ‘Prescribed’ means LGP is named 
in the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (NSW) and as such a council does not need 
to go to tender if that council buys from a contract already set up by LGP. Councils can therefore 
procure goods or services from LGP contracts for values greater than $150,000 (inclusive of GST), 
without the need to tender themselves. Council activated this option and following a detailed 
evaluation of proposals as received, awarded the work to Patches Asphalt. Work is expected to 
commence in late March. 
 
Pavement Reconstruction: 
 
Staff have commenced additional reconstruction of the central pavement from the Tourist 
information Centre to Otway Street, using Roads to Recovery Program funding. 
 
This work will complement the designated Main street work completed to date. 
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Footpath and Paving Construction: 
Paving contractors are almost completely finished except for minor work. 
 

 
 
Stainless steel handrail provision: Stainless steel handrail provision has now been completed on 
the split-level footpath section. 
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Auxiliary Brick Lighting: 
Auxiliary brick lighting will also be installed at steps and ramps near and around the Blue Heelers 
hostel.  
 

 
 
 
Proposed Landscaping and Garden Areas:  
 
Council’s concrete gang has been involved in the installation of 16 major tree planting boxes. 
These boxes provide the underground contained areas for the major “Zelkova” trees. To allow 
these trees to grow in a satisfactory manner provision of underground drainage, irrigation 
requirements and electrical provision for possible tree up lighting.  
 
 

 
 
Main Street Opening: 
 
A committee has formed to assist in the preparation of an official opening of the completed main 
street project. This being held on Friday 27th April, 2018 at 3pm. 
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8 MOTIONS OF WHICH NOTICE HAVE BEEN GIVEN (NOTICES OF MOTIONS)  

8.1 COUNCIL MEETING RESOLUTION ACTION REPORT 

 
I, Leigh Bowden, hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Council 
meeting of Tuesday, 27 March, 2018: 
  
That the General Manager provide a Resolution Action Report at every Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. 
  
Note From Councillor 
Councillors are often unaware of what action, if any, has been taken on the resolutions passed 
at Council Meetings. A monthly Resolution Action Report would keep us informed about what 
resolutions have been actioned. 


