
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
SPRING AND SUMMER WEEDS THROUGHOUT COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Region Council spends considerable time and money each year in combating weed 
problems and protecting ecosystems and primary production on private and public land. Weed problems are 
complex, with multiple causes, and efforts to reduce their impacts must be coordinated across all sections of 
the community. 
 
The wet weather and mild conditions of the past few months have boosted crop and pasture growth in rural 
areas and provided vigorous plant growth in urban areas throughout our lawns, ovals and footpaths.   
 
Unfortunately these weather conditions are also ideal for the growth of weeds. 
 
Capeweed, Variegated Thistle, Black Thistle, Horehound, Paterson’s Curse and Erodium are plentiful at the 
moment. These broadleaf plants along with a spring flush of Clover are easy to see in all parts of the 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council area.  Grass weeds like Wild Oats, Brome Grass, Barley Grass, 
annual Ryegrass and Silver Grass are also well and truly established and continue to flourish in the current 
climate. 
 

  
CAPEWEED PATTERSONS CURSE 
 
As summer approaches many seasonal noxious weeds will become more prevalent across the district. These 
can include but are not limited to St Johns Wort, Scotch Thistle, Silverleaf Nightshade, Bathurst Burr, Coolatai 
Grass, Chilean Needle Grass, African Lovegrass and Johnson Grass.  The woody weeds Blackberry, Sweet Briar 
and Tree-Of-Heaven will also be in their major growth period over summer.  These noxious weeds must be 
controlled under the Biosecurity Act and it is essential that landowners remain vigilant and control these 
weeds on their property to prevent further spread and seed set.   
 

  
ST JOHNS WORT CHILEAN NEEDLE GRASS 



There are also many environmental weeds that may become prevalent in summer. 
 
Two of the most common environmental weeds seen in town areas and on rural road edges are Khaki Weed 
and Caltrop. These weeds have been in this area for a long time, are obviously persistent and can easily be 
spread by vehicles, footwear and animals. 
 
Onion Weed is another determined and difficult to control weed in urban areas and along with Bindii and 
Burr Medic, can cause problems in lawns and gardens. 
 

  
KHAKI WEED CALTROP 
 
The control of weeds is an on-going process and with planned control programs put in place, the negative 
effects of weeds in this district can be minimised. Landowners are asked to be vigilant, report any sightings of 
suspicious plants to the relevant authorities and control any noxious weeds to prevent their spread and 
impact on the district. 
 
The combined efforts of all residents will assist in controlling weeds and benefit the whole community in both 
the short and long term. 
 
Further information on weeds and weed control can be obtained by visiting the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries – Agriculture website http://weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ or by contacting Cootamundra 
Gundagai Regional Council, Noxious Weeds Inspectors –, Mr Graeme Worboys - Cootamundra Area on 
69402100 or Mr Russell Percival, Gundagai Area on 69440200. 
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