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-FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- 

IT’S REALLY HAPPENING 

19th September 2018 

Work has commenced on the replacement of Cootamundra’s aging water main network. Killard Infrastructure 
the company who were awarded the $2 million project broke ground this week. 

The project funding has been sourced from the Stronger Communities Fund, an initiative of the NSW 
Government and administered by Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council and is part of Councils SCF major 
projects program. 
 
The project started in Florance Street with Killard Infrastructure using a non-destructive digging (NDD) 
method to locate services. The NDD method significantly reduces the chance of damaging underground 
utilities.   A pump is mounted on a vacuum truck which generates powerful suction to remove earth and 
debris from an excavation. NDD is becoming the preferred method of excavation within the construction 
industry as it reduces cost and risk of damage to underground utilities such as telephone and gas lines. 
 
Member for Cootamundra Steph Cooke said she was pleased the project has started. 
 
“This Stronger Communities Fund project will deliver to Cootamundra a water main network which the 
community deserves to have. I’m delighted the project has started and look forward to following the 
progress,” Ms Cooke said. 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council mayor Cr Abb McAlister agreed with Ms Cooke. 
 
“A lot of work has gone into the planning of this project, it’s great to see that work has commenced. I’d like to 
urge the residents of Cootamundra to be patient, Council is doing everything possible to ensure the water 
quality and supply is as good as it can be. This project will make significant improvements to the water supply 
in Cootamundra,” Cr McAlister said. 
 
Photo and Caption: 
A Killard Infrastructure employee undertaking the non-destructive digging method, being used by the 
company to locate underground services for Cootamundra’s water main replacement project. The wide-
mouthed intake nozzle is used to vacuum away material that has been loosened by a powerful water jet or 
compressed air. 
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