
 

 

Media Release 
-FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE- 

14th September 2018 

Lone Pine remembered 

The planting of an Aleppo Pine in the War Memorial Teardrop section of Cootamundra’s Albert Park was held 
today. Members of the Cootamundra RSL Sub Branch, and staff from Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council planted the tree to commemorate all who have fallen the First World War and marking the end of the 
four year commemoration period – 1914-1918. 
 
The Aleppo Pine is a direct descendant from the Turkish Pines that stood on the World War 1 battlefield near 
Anzac Cove on the Turkish Peninsular. The Lone Pine battlefield was named for a solitary Turkish Pine that 
stood there at the start of the fighting.  
 
The Battle of Lone Pine was fought between Australian and Turkish forces during the Gallipoli Campaign, 
between 6 and 10 August 1915.  
 
The "original" Lone Pine, a "Turkish Pine", was the sole survivor of a group of trees that had been cut down by 
Turkish soldiers who had used the timber and branches to cover their trenches during the battle. The tree 
was obliterated during the battle; however, pine cones that had remained attached to the cut branches over 
the trenches were retrieved by various Australian soldiers and seeds made their way to Australia. 
 
The seeds were propagated and many Turkish Pines, have been planted across the country over generations 
to honour the Lone Pine Battle, Gallipoli campaign and ANZAC soldiers who lost their lives during World War 
1.  
 
CGRC applied to the Australian War Memorial for two trees, one which has been planted in another section of 
Albert Park and is part of Councils commitment to succession planting of significant trees within the council 
area. 
 
Cootamundra RSL Sub Branch President Garry James said the tree planting is an extension to work already 
underway in the War Memorial Teardrop section. The area will combine all monuments and additional 
memorials to Australian war campaigns. 
 
Photo & Caption: 
Left to right: Ken You, Garry James and Jim Galloway, members of the Cootamundra RSL Sub Branch planted 
an Aleppo Pine in the War Memorial Teardrop section in Albert Park today. 
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