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Opening of Coota’s Town Tennis Courts  

 A crowd gathered at Cootamundra Town Tennis Courts on Saturday to participate in the opening of the 
revamped tennis courts. Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke MP, along with Cootamundra-Gundagai 
Regional Council Mayor Cr Abb McAlister, General Manager Mr Allen Dwyer and representatives from Tennis 
NSW stood alongside Cootamundra Town Tennis Club members, including President Mr Garrie Cooper and 
committee members to mark the occasion. 

Six courts have been resurfaced, four Hot Shot courts installed, walkways between the courts constructed and 
fencing and gates replaced thanks to the Stronger Country Communities Fund (SCCF). 

The SCCF is administered by Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council and is an initiative of the NSW State 
Government.     

The opening coincided with the Junior League Tennis Tournament, which sees juniors and hot shot players from 
Goulburn, Yass, Tumut, Young and Cootamundra participating in inter town tournaments. Children aged from 
Under 17 to Under 10 and their coaches surrounded Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke MP as she 
performed the opening. 

Cootamundra Town Tennis Club life members Di Buchanan and Rose Cowled had the honour of hitting the first 
balls over the nets. Mrs Buchanan started her tennis career as a junior in Cootamundra and has represented 
Australia. Mrs Cowled who is aged 91 was thrilled to be included in the opening. 

President of the Cootamundra Town Tennis Club Mr Garrie Cooper expressed his appreciation to all who made 
the opening a special event. 

“I would like to thank the volunteers, committee members and staff from Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council who helped with the setup of signage, marquees and tables and chairs, our club was presented in a 
very professional manner.  The comments passed from those attending was very positive,” Mr Cooper said.  

 Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke MP delivered a speech congratulating the Club and encouraging junior 
tennis players to enjoy and participate in playing tennis on the new courts. 

“This day is all about the junior tennis players and the improvements made to these courts can only be of huge 
benefit to all tennis players in Cootamundra, but especially our youngsters who are our future,” Ms Cooke said. 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council mayor Cr Abb McAlister said he was pleased the project will foster 
tennis and encourage participation in the sport for generations to come. 

“The future of tennis in Cootamundra is assured with this project. The Stronger Country Communities Fund, 
has allowed Council to undertake this project ensuring the sport of tennis will remain strong in the region,” Cr 
McAlister said. 

The Cootamundra Town Tennis Club will be holding an open/registration day in September. Join their Facebook 
page Cootamundra Town Tennis Club for more details. 

Picture and caption: 

Member for Cootamundra Steph Cooke MP is surrounded by junior tennis players at Saturday’s opening of the 
newly refurbished tennis courts in Cootamundra.  
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