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The Great Walls 
 
For Gundagai locals and visitors a walk along Otway Street and within the Gundagai Baptist Church 
and Men’s Shed grounds will be far safer and pleasurable in the future. A project to install retaining 
walls on the Baptist Church and Men’s Shed locations is well underway.  Phase one of the project 
has seen handrails installed at the Baptist Church in Otway Street Gundagai.  
 
The project has been broken down into three phases. Construction of retaining walls at the 
Gundagai Men’s Shed site, on the corner of Otway Street and First Avenue is the second phase, 
whilst the third phase will see new retaining walls constructed on the Baptist Church site.  
 
The existing walls were at risk of collapse, and were decaying with large cracks and warping. The 
walls were a major safety concern and considering the height of the Baptist Church wall, 
replacement was seen as a priority. The pathways have been un-useable for more than 12 months. 
The old timber handrails at the church have been replaced as these were also considered a safety 
risk. Repairing of the guttering will also been undertaken.  
 
The $166,000 project has been funded with a grant from the Department of Industry, as both 
buildings are on Crown Land.  
 
Work is expected to be completed early in 2018, and will see a general tidy up of the sites and safer 
pathway areas. 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council mayor Cr Abb McAlister said he was pleased the project 
was underway. 
 
“The two sites, sit side by side, and are well utilised by the Gundagai community, the need to 
undertake the replacement of the aging retaining walls was a priority, those old walls were at risk of 
collapse and the footpath adjacent was compromised, it will be far safer for users and pedestrians 
when this project reaches its completion,” Cr McAlister said. 
 
Photo and caption: 
Stage two of a project on the Gundagai Men’s Shed site will see new retaining walls instated. 
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