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CRACK DOWN ON STRAYING STOCK 

 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council officers would like to remind farmers, graziers and stock 
owners of their responsibilities in regards to straying stock. Stock owners have a responsibility to 
ensure their stock do not wander from their property onto other private land or public property.  
 
“Council rangers are frequently being called out, in some instances after hours, to attend to straying 
stock on public roads.  Over the previous 12 months rangers have been called to stock on roads on 
approximately 100 times incurring considerable cost to rate payers.” Council’s Director of 
Development and Community Mr. Chris Imrie said. 
 
“We are urging all stock owners to check their fences and gates, to ensure stock are adequately 
secured. Straying stock has become such an issue Council will commence issuing fines to stock 
owners who ignore warnings. A fine of $330 plus out of pocket expenses can be incurred. Council 
has been reluctant to take this action in the past, but given the constant ignoring of warnings 
especially by repeat offenders, we have been left with no alternative,” Mr. Imrie added.  
 
Straying stock have implications far beyond the civil liabilities stock owners could incur. Property 
owners are required to comply with fencing laws and regulations that prevent stock from getting out 
on to the roads. If the fencing isn’t up to scratch, or the gate is left open, the stock owner could be 
found negligent. As a result, it’s generally accepted in NSW that stock owners are responsible for the 
damage caused by livestock on roads and in the event of an accident. This could include liability for a 
damaged car, personal injury, or even property damage to other surrounding farms (which is 
properly called “cattle trespass”). 
 
The Local Government Act allows for council to issue a Penalty Infringement Notice and a Fencing 
Order if a problem exists with fencing that immediately adjoins public land and stock are straying 
onto surrounding roads. Other legislation also exists to deal with straying stock. The Dividing Fences 
Act 1991 defines what a sufficient dividing fence is and outlines the responsibilities of owners. 
 
Two pieces of legislation that deal with straying stock include the Rural Lands Protection Act 1989 
and the Impounding Act 1993. Under the Impounding Act stock is considered to be ‘abandoned’ if 
left unattended on a public road or public land. Abandoned or trespassing animals may be 
impounded by a Rural Lands Protection Board officer or an authorized Council Officer with a fee 
issued to have them released. A fine also may be imposed. 
 
Stock can create a biosecurity risk if they are allowed to wander. Similarly they may become exposed 
to pests and diseases if they leave their property. Pests and diseases are managed using a variety of 
tools under the Biosecurity Act 2015 depending on their risk, including a general biosecurity duty. 
Straying stock can also pose a risk to the spread of weeds between properties and weed control 



 

 

areas. 
 
Issues arising from straying stock from private property to private property is a civil matter between 
the two parties. Council will not get involved in these private matters and it is recommended that 
people in this situation seek legal advice and/or visit the local Chamber Magistrate to discuss 
further. 
 
Photo and caption: CGRC to crack down on straying stock, hefty fines and fees will be handed out to 
repeat offenders. 
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