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Sewer Main Technology extends life  

23rd March 2018 

Work on the re-lining of Gundagai’s sewer mains is well underway, with crews almost half way 
through the project. Whilst some inconvenience to residents may be experienced during the work 
the benefits far outweigh the negatives. 

The $345,000 project will see Gundagai’s sewer mains renewed with a structural re-line using new 
technology extending the life of the mains by up to 50 years. 

Contractors, Interflow use a technique where a single, continuous strip of PVC, is spirally wound into 
the existing pipeline via a winding machine positioned at the base of an existing manhole or access 
chamber. The edges of the strip interlock as it is spirally wound to form a continuous watertight liner 
inside the host pipe. Once a section of liner is installed, a mechanical process is used to radially 
expand it until it fits tightly against the wall of the host pipe. The ends of the liner at each manhole 
are sealed and rendered to the host pipe.  

The PVC profile strip is supplied to site on spools so the size of the site foot-print is minimal. The 
liner can be installed in deteriorated pipes, and has a constant wall thickness so it will not balloon or 
thin out in unsupported sections. 

Installation is easy and fast, with minimal set-up required. Smaller support vehicles means less 
disruption to local traffic and purpose build lining rigs make installation possible in remote locations 
or those with difficult access. With no resins involved the process is cleaner and safer and there is no 
waiting for curing or heat treatment. 

Work should be completed on the re-lining project by Easter. Interflow contactors will still be in 
town for other work after Easter. Council would like to thank residents for their patience during the 
process. 

Picture and captions: 

Interflow crews installing sewer main relining using new technology in Gundagai. 

A graphic showing how the technology is applied and installed. 
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