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Lions Vans on the horizon. 
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Cootamundra Lions Club are eagerly awaiting the arrival to two new caravans. The club was 
successful with their application to Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council and the NSW State 
Government’s Stronger Communities Fund initiative.  
 
The club has commissioned two caravans that are currently under construction in Sydney. They will 
replace the current street stall caravan and the catering van. Lions are anticipating the delivery of 
the vans to be prior to Christmas. 
 
Reflecting on the service of the old Lions vans, highlights some interesting facts and raises the 
question of just how much money has been raised over the years the vans have been in service. 
 
Hugh Roberts president of Cootamundra Lions Club said a look through Club records has been an 
interesting exercise. 
 
“We believe the old street stall van is of 1976 vintage however it may be older as no one in 
Cootamundra Lions can remember when it was purchased. If the van is 41 years old it has given 
some great service to the Cootamundra District. It averages 3 street stalls a month, 36 per annum. 
Over 41 years that caravan has seen almost 1500 street sales, that’s a lot of cakes and slices,” Hugh 
said. 
 
“The street stall van has also been used at shows, races and other functions, it’s impossible to guess 
how much money this van has helped Cootamundra groups raise,” Hugh added.   
  
The new Street Stall van is being built in Sydney by Luke’s Food Vans and will be 3600 mm long and 
2400mm wide and high. It will have a rear entrance door and 3 servery windows, and will be fitted 
with 4x10 amp double power points and 1x15 amp point for hot water as well as 2 x 86 litre water 
tanks for fresh and waste water with a water pump. The van will also have 3 stainless steel sinks and 
2 hot/cold taps. The floor has commercial grade floor coverings concaved up the walls and stainless 
steel benches. A bar fridge and a 100 litre chilled counter-top food display will complete the fit out. 
The new van will be a huge asset for the whole Cootamundra community. 
  
The second van, being constructed will update the current catering van which is used for functions 
such as Australia Day in the park, car and swap meet events, clearing sales and other functions. The 
new catering van will be 5 metres long and 2400mm wide and high. Because of its length it has dual 
axles and is fitted with electric brakes. This caravan will comply with NSW food safety rules. It will be 
fitted out with an upright drink fridge and a 2 door bench fridge, stainless steel benches and frames, 
powder coated barbeques and ample power points. The barbeques will have special storage 
compartments. 



 

 

 
The club anticipates that the catering van will make its debut at Australia Day in the Park in 2018. 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council mayor Cr Abb McAlister said he was delighted the 
Cootamundra Lions Club has been able to replace their ageing caravans. 
 
“These caravans have enabled the Cootamundra Lions Club and other community organisations the 
opportunity to raise tens of thousands of dollars. The new vans will be compliant with safety and 
food handling principles,” Cr McAllister said. 
 
Member for Cootamundra Steph Cooke, also agreed, saying the Stronger Communities Fund had 
assisted local organisations in upgrading their equipment. 
 
“The Lions Club movement across the country does a magnificent job for our communities, these new 

state-of-the-art vans will ensure the future fundraising needs for the Cootamundra club and other local 

organisations who use the vans, I’m really pleased to back this project through the Stronger 

Communities Fund and look forward to perhaps having the opportunity to assist a local community 

group by flipping a few burgers in the future,” Steph added. 

-END- 

Photo and caption 

Pictured is the circa 1976 Cootamundra Lions Club street stall van, the van is set to be replaced with 
a purpose built van, all kitted out for local organisations to continue to raise funds at monthly street 
stalls. The Lions club have been successful in gaining funds through the Stronger Communities Fund 
grants program. 
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