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22ND March 2018 

Greatest Survival Story on Display at Cootamundra’s Heritage Centre. 

The Cootamundra Heritage Centre has the story of the famous Antarctic explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton on 
display from now to the end of April. 

The display panel, invites visitors to walk in the footsteps of the explorer and discover his epic voyage of survival 
for themselves. 

Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton CVO OBE FRGS led three British expeditions to the Antarctic. His expedition in 
August 1914 was a bold plan. Shackleton set out to be the first to cross Antarctica’s enormous interior. Two 
parties would cross from opposite directions. Shackleton set out across the Weddell Sea, whilst the second 
party carrying and laying supplies would set out across the Ross Sea. Unfortunately both ships were lost to their 
crews. Shackleton’s party never touched the Antarctic continent he hoped to cross, the other party was 
marooned by it. 

The Australian National Maritime Museum has bought the Shackleton: Escape from Antarctica panel display to 
Cootamundra’s Heritage Centre. The display, through dramatic photographs taken by Australian photographers 
Frank Hurley and Keith Jack, Shackleton: Escape from Antarctica walks in the footsteps of the expeditioners. 
Visitor to the Heritage Centre have the opportunity to discover what happened to these brave men and their 
ships. The graphic panel display consists of eight pull-up banners of 2 x 1.5 metre in length. 

A gold coin donation would be appreciated when visiting the Heritage Centre and viewing this epic tale of 
survival. 

Photo and Caption: 

Wayne Leary a visitor from Tamworth, inspecting the impressive Shackleton: Escape from Antarctica panel 
display at the Cootamundra Heritage Centre. The display is open for all to view till the end of April, a gold coin 
donation would be appreciated. 
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For further media information contact:  
Maxine Imrie Media Officer 0407 539 870  
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