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 Reseal for Rathmells Lane 

Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council, Administrator Stephen Sykes has the residents of Rathmells 
Lane celebrating after hearing their gravel access road will be sealed with bitumen and upgraded using 
funds from the Stronger Communities Fund. Mr Sykes has agreed to spend in the vicinity of $200,000 
on the lane. 

Rathmells Lane resident Carole Willis said dust was a major problem for all residents who live along 
the laneway. 

“We are constantly inundated with dust during the drier months with traffic that uses the lane, and in 
particular it is a major problem, when exiting the lane onto Temora Road, the dust seems to follow 
you and visibility is poor,” Mrs Willis said. 

“Drainage and corrugations are another problem after rain, we have a lot of traffic come up the lane, 
with many homes on Boundary Road backing on to the lane we get that traffic as well,” Carole added. 

There are three short portions of the lane that are currently sealed with bitumen in front of some 
homes. The plan is to widen some sections of the lane and install table drains and seal with bitumen.  
 
A recommendation has also been put forward to have the intersection of Temora St upgraded to 
include a widening on the northern side to provide a safe right turn into Rathmells Lane. Also a 
deceleration lane for vehicles entering and turning left would be ideal given the posted speed limit. 
 
Mr Ted Willis, also a resident, said it was at times very dangerous turning into Rathmells Lane. 
 
“It’s a 100 kilometre speed limit on Temora Road, it’s not a pleasant experience to be braking and 
slowing down to turn into our lane when there is a 60 tonne B-Double bearing down on you,” he said. 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council administrator Stephen Sykes said he could see the need 
for the residents and was pleased to approve this work with funds from the Stronger Communities 
Fund. 
 
“The Stronger Communities Fund has allowed us to address long term and significant access issues 
and to improve the impact of the current road on the residents and visitors using Rathmells Lane,” 
he said. 
 
Member for Cootamundra Katrina Hodgkinson MP also welcomed the project, saying we want our 
communities safe. 



 

 

 
“This project will deliver safety for Rathmells Lane users and give residents relief from dust and 
make the road safer to use in wet weather,” Katrina added. 
 
-END- 
Picture and caption: 
Rathmells Lane residents, pictured left to right: Terry Behan, Shane Willoughby, Carole Willis, Bill 
Perry, Betty Vicq and Ted Willis are applauding the decision by Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council to reseal their laneway. $200,000 from the Stronger Communities Fund has been set aside to 
see the work commence.  
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