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The Sun will shine on Stephen Ward Rooms 

The very popular Stephen Ward Rooms at Cootamundra–Gundagai Regional Council’s 
(CGRC) library is set to have an outdoor annexe extension. Council will fund the 
extensions from the Stronger Communities Fund major projects program. 
 
Libraries are important cornerstones of a healthy community.  The planned outdoor 
area will promote healthy lifestyles by encouraging people to take advantage of an 
outdoor space to read and interact with other library resources. The extension will 
create a space that will provide extra services and add a host of benefits for library 
users and community members. 
 
Mrs Helen Hamilton, a member of U3A (University Third Age), said the outdoor area 
will add to the organisations current use. 
 
“U3A currently uses the Stephen Ward rooms at least three times a week, we have 
our lectures, meetings and other activities there. Once the outdoor area is complete, 
it will be lovely for our members to have their lectures outside when weather permits 
and enjoy a cup of tea and lunch outside,” Mrs Hamilton said. 
 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council administrator Stephen Sykes said the area 
will allow for an expansion of programs and activities offered by the library and other 
users. 
 
“The space will further enhance the range of activities that take place at the library 
precinct, providing a space for creative arts and crafts. It will deliver an environment 
where users will be able to read and take part in passive activities whilst enjoying a safe, 
secure and comfortable outdoor area. Library staff and other users will be able to host 
activities that are outdoor orientated,” Mr Sykes said. 
 
Council has set aside $200,000 for the project. 
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