
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL COUNCIL PROUD TO SUPPORT DESTINATION NSW EVENT 
FUNDING 
 
In July NSW Government announced that 6 new and professionalised regional tourism entities 
would be established, to be known as Destination Networks (DNs). Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional 
Council will be part of the Riverina Murray Destination Network, replacing the existing Regional 
Tourism Organisation known as Riverina Regional Tourism. 
 
As part of the changes the NSW Government announced the expansion of the Regional Flagship 
Events Program.  This program was established in 1997 to identify and support events in NSW that 
have the potential to act as flagship tourism events for their area by delivering long-term benefits to 
their region.  The program has provided approximately $7.0 million in funding to 271 separate 
events throughout Regional NSW over twenty annual rounds. 
 
The Regional Flagship Events Program now includes three funds: 
 

 Incubator Event Fund – supporting the establishment of new events; 

 Flagship Event Fund – supporting the marketing of emerging events to increase profile and 
encourage visitation; and 

 Event Development Fund – supporting the strategic development of proven events as drivers 
of tourism  

 
The Incubator Event Fund offers one-off annual grants of up to $20,000 to events in Regional NSW 
to support their first and second years of activity. The fund supports innovative events that 
demonstrate sound organisational planning, have a unique alignment with the character and culture 
of the local region and which can demonstrate a broad appeal likely to promote tourism and attract 
overnight visitation. 
 
Administrator Christine Ferguson encouraged event holders to apply for the funding.   
 
‘The addition of these two new funds is great news for groups and individuals in our communities 
with new events ideas and plans they wish to pursue.  $20,000 can go a long way towards covering 
your event infrastructure, venue hire, marketing and event research.  To be eligible for round one 
funding your event must have its first or second event between 1 January and 30 June 2017 and 
must sufficiently meet the fund criteria’. 
 
For more information on the Incubator Event Fund visit the Regional Flagship Events Program page 
on the Destination NSW website. 
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