
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
COOTAMUNDRA-GUNDAGAI REGIONAL COUNCIL PROUD TO SUPPORT ACT OF TRUE 
RECONCILIATION 

 

For over a year the small Yarri Sculpture Fundraising Committee, incorporating members of the local 
Wiradjuri community, have been working on the commission of an oversized bronze sculpture to be 
located in the main street of Gundagai. 

 

The sculpture will be of two Aboriginal men standing pulling a canoe out of the water, and will 
celebrate the contribution that members of the Wiradjuri community made in saving the townsfolk 
from the great Gundagai flood of 25 June 1852.  The flood washed away Gundagai, killing at least 78 
of the town's population of 250 people. 

 

Darien Pullen from Meridian Sculpture Foundry in Melbourne has been commissioned for the project, 
with Council securing grant funds of $130,000 through the National Stronger Regions Fund to go 
towards the expected project total of $165,000.  

 

As part of the project, in September 2016, the Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council nominated 
Yarri and Jackey Jackey for an Australian Bravery Decoration to the Australian Honours Secretariat. 
The Yarri Sculpture Fundraising Committee hope to be able to acknowledge receipt of these awards 
as part of celebrations, including the unveiling of the sculpture on the 165th anniversary of the flood, 
in June 2017. 

 

In a speech to parliament in 2011, Michael McCormack, Federal Member for Riverina highlighted the 
importance of the Yarri & Jackey Jackey Story:  

 

‘Yarri's tale of heroism is quite remarkable and is one which should be taught in Australian history as 
part of the national curriculum…’ 

 
Administrator Christine Ferguson invited members of the community to show their support for the 
project by making a financial contribution. 

 
‘Gundagai Regional Enhancement Group (GREG) is partnering with the Foundation for Rural and 
Regional Renewal (FRRR) to enable effective fundraising for this project. We feel it is important to 
allow people the opportunity to contribute financially, as a way to be involved in this symbolic act of 
reconciliation. Many local people are descendants of those who were saved by Yarri and Jackey, and 
their acts allowed the community to survive and grow into what it is today.’ 
 

Donations will be accepted into the FRRR Public Fund for the purposes of this project up until 30th 
April 2017, and can be made online at 
https://www.frrr.org.au/online_donations.php?hosted_donation_cat_id=3208 

  

https://www.frrr.org.au/online_donations.php?hosted_donation_cat_id=3208


Not for publication: 
 

Available for interview: Ian Horsley, direct descendant of flood survivor, and Sonia Piper, Brungle 
Aboriginal Community.  

Please contact: 
Miriam Crane Manager Social & Community  
0434 000 912   miriam.crane@cgrc.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

 

 
Cootamundra-Gundagai Regional Council 
PO Box 420 
Cootamundra 2590 

Monday 5th December 2016 

 
 For Further Media Information Contact:              Linda Wiles Public Relations Officer 02 6940 2100 
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